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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS, 


THE MAN AT HOME.—Né. II. 


(5° thy ways for an honeft creas 
ture. I cannot explain to thee, 
in an intelligible way, the true nature 
of my condition ; or perhaps I might 
be difpofed to gratify thy curiofity. 
I have ‘no need to dread from thee 
any am eee on the honefty of my 
proceeding. Cafuifts have, long ago, 
fettled that point. By cafuifts fuch 
as thou, it would never be brought 
into queftion. That action may be 
wrong, which law has thought proper 
to prohibit and punifh. He that per- 
trates it may be truly criminal. 
action by which we incur punith- 
ment is unjuft, but what is to be faid 
of the means by which we elude the 
penalty? No doubt an highwayman 
is criminal, but after the commiffion 
of the deed, he endeavours to elude 
his purfuers. Do thefe endeavours 
enhance his guilt? When taken, and 
dungeon-doomed, and fettered, does 
duty reftrain him from breaking his 
chains, and reftoring himfelf, by the 
exertion of dexterity or ftrength, to 
liberty ? 

By contracting a debt, I have made 
myfelf liable to imprifonment. It 
was wrong to make myfelf a debtor. 
By payment I reduce myfelf to beg- 
gary, and make a very inconfiderable 
addition to the gorged purfe of my 
creditor. Still it may be wrong to 
with-hold payment. That is a pofition 


which I not, at prefent, contro- 
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vert. All Iam anxious to prove is, 
the rectitude of thus avoiding the 
pats. Pay or go to prifon, is the 
entence. Iwill not pays There I 
may be wrong. But I will not go to 

prifon. There I may be right. 
My landlady’s inquifitivenefs is 
amufing. If I could completely 
atify it I would; but that is impol- 
ible. She is a$ illiterate 2s the ma- 
jority of mankind, and as all the 
members of her clafs are. How im- 
poflible to make her underftand the 
origin of that claim which is made 
upon me! Her education difqualifics 
her from comprehending a fentence 
of any degree of abftractednefs. The 
very terms that I ufe are, to her, like 
thofe of another language. They are 
founds without a meaning. It is not 
commonly obferved how different 
mankind are ‘a this refpe&. No 
phrafes are more ambiguous and de- 
ceitful than wich as affirm of fome 
perfon that he underftands this or 
that language. The language which 
is fpoken among us is Englifh, and 
confifts of a certain number of words, 
A part of thefe are purely technical, 
and, though an effential portion of the 
language, can be underftood by thofe 
unacquainted .with the fciences to 
which they belong, as little as if they 
were Japanefe or Sclavonic. There 
is another portion which cannot be 
faid to be technical, but which, to the 
mafs of mankind, is equally without 
a meaning. The circumitance by 
F which 





34 
which words of this clafs are moft 
obvioufly charaéterifed, is that of 
their having a Roman origin. Almoft 
ail that is valuable in our tongue 
flows from this fource. Look into 
any argumentative or eloquent dif- 
courfe, and you will be aftonifhed at 
the part which the Romans have 
taken in the formation of our lan- 
age: but, to thofe deftitute of the 
Sises of reading and ftudy, this 
portion of our language is unknown. 
Take ‘one whofe reading has been 
confined to a fairy tale, and whofe 
writing to the affixing of his figna- 
ture, a moral eflay of Rouffeau and 
of Hawkefworth will be almoft equaily 
unintelligible to him, and nearly for 
the fame reafon, the unfrequency and 
uncouthnefs of the terms that are 
employed. I have met with failors 
on the Mole of Gibraltar, who were 
faid to fpeak, not only that mongrel 
dialeé&t known by the name of Lingua 
Franca, but all the languages ufed on the 
coafts of the Mediterranean, from the 
Greek of Smyrna to the Portuguefe. 
Yet in what fenfe can they be faid to 
know French or Spanifh? Catalan 
peafants and Provengal fifhermen 
know little of their own tongue, but 
an Englifh failor knows infinitely lefs 
than either. Perhaps three {core 
phrafes of moft common ufe, and 
applicable to the moft ordinary objects 
and occafions, are the utmoft bounds 
of his knowledge, That they under- 
ftand French and Spanifh, may perhaps 
be faid of the whe we of Moliere and 
Calderon. If the fame may be affirmed 
of the drunken and ftupid wretches 
whom I have met with on the quays 
of Barcelona and Marfeilles, our 
meaning muft furely be widely differ- 
ent, chough our terms are the fame. 
I once made a friend of mine very 
merry, by anfwering, to the admira- 
tion he exprefied at my negligence of 
foreign languages, that I muft firft 
learn Englifh. This he fuppofed was 
already , fince my mother and 
my nurfe were Englifh Women. I 
was not difpleafed with his laughter, 
and took no trouble to: rectify his 
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miftake. I could not convince hin 
of the value of perfpicuity, or explain 
to him the difficulty and se/domness 
of its attainment. The term itfelf 
was to hint devoid of meaning. The 
marking of minute gradations and 
diverfities among terms reputed fyno- 
nymous, has been juftly confidered as 
matter of abftrufe fcience and Hercu- ; 
lean labour. The tafk has never been 
pesformed: and yet, if a knowledge 
of the meaning of its words, be implied 
in the knowledge of a language, he 
that never performed it, in relation 
to the Englifh tomgue for example, 
cannot, in an abfolute fenfe, be faid 
to underftand Englifh, It is one 
thing to affix no meaning, and another 
to affix an imperfect meaning, to 
founds. The firft is doubtlefs the 
more grofs fpecies of ignorance, but 
in that degree in which either is exhi- 
bited by us, it is proper to fay that 
we are unacquainted with language. 

I have held various dialogues with 
my landlady. I defired to obtain and 
impart information highly ufeful to 
me in my prefent circumftances. But 
this was not all. I have often pro- 
longed the converfation merely with 
a view to mark the fcantinefs of her 
vocabulary. If fhe dived into my 
motives, perhaps fhe would be angry 
or fullen. Yet, in acting thus, I 
intended no evil. I extracted no food 
for contempt from her errors. They 
fuggefted various contemplations on 
the principles of human intercourfe, 
and on the caufes that produce fuch 
wide differences between beings who, 
in their primitive conformation, and, 
perhaps, in their ultimate deftiny, are 
the fame. I will not deny that I 
derived a fecret complacency from 
refleting that my lot was fomewhat 
different from Kate’s, but with refpect 
to her, my emotions were thofe of 
compaffion rather than of fcorn. 

She is nearly as old as myfelf. She 
was born in a cottage on the banks 
of the Shannon. ‘At the age of fifteen 
fhe ran away from her parents, who 
treated her with cruelty and negleét. 
She merely aimed at relieving’ herfelf 
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from this inconvenience. No other 
means fuggefted themfelves than that 
of placing herfelf beyond their reach. 
As to greater evils that might flow 
from this proceeding, fhe was incapa- 
ble of forefeeing or eftimating them. 
The precept, requiring us to think not 
of the morrow, was literally fulfilled 
by her. The incidents of her journey 
from the neighbourhood of Kilaloe to 
Limerick have made an indelible im- 
preffion on her memory. There is a 
rude but picturefque minutenefs in 
her recital of it. If her own ftory 
be worthy of credit, what moft excited 
her aes Se when fhe had gotten to 
the diftance of twenty miles was, that 
the world was fo large. 

She quickly repented of her pur- 
pofe, but was induced to perfift by the 
tear of the punifhment that awaited 
her return. She ftrolled, at length, 
inte Limerick. When fhe was hungry, 
fhe begged for food. She inad nothing 
wherewith to buy it, and what fhe 
herfelf would have done to one in a 
fimilar condition, fhe was prone to 
imagine would be readily performed 
by others. She was quickly cured of 
this error, and found, that unwearied 
importunities were neceflary to pro- 
cure the fimalleft pittance. Luckily 
for her, on the third day after her 
arrival in this city, a man of fubftan- 
tial and plain appearance, noticed the 
wanderer. He made inquiries into 
her condition, and finding her fuitable 
to his purpofe, made propofals which 
were eagerly accepted. 

M‘Farlane was a thrifty tailor, 
induftrious and honeft, with a nume- 
rous family. Kate was hired to relieve 
the mother of the cares of two infants. 
This new fituation was paradife, when 
compared with her former. Her fim- 
ple and affectionate difpofition foon 
gave her an intereft in the welfare of 
the babes. Her miftrefs was of an 
equable and quiet temper, and every 
thing contributed to her content. 
Many years were paffed in this ftate ; 
till, at length, M‘Farlane was {eized 
with the rage of emigration. He 


tran{ported himfelf and his family to 


Philadelphia. Here he purfued his 
trade, with no effential change in his 
domeftic or profeflional engagements. 
His children grew up, and were dif- 
perfed in all quarters by the fpirit of 
adventure, or by marriage. One of 
them was a colonel in the revolu- 
tionary army. He received a wound 
before the walls of Quebec, which 
crippled him for iife. He had ftrength, 
however, remaining to cultivate his 
two hundred dtres on ‘the banks of 
the Sufquchanna. Three younger 
fons were leaders in the meafures by 
which Kentucky was reared into 
independenee. The daughters had a 
like wandering deftiny, and the old 
couple were left with no other com- 
panion than their faithful Kate. 
M‘Farlane laid afide the needle, and 
lived at his eafe. He ate his meals 
in quiet, and, in the intervals, walked 
a certain round for the benefits of 
exercife, and this diftribution of time 
was unalterably maintained for feveral 
years. 

This monotonous life was deftined 
to terminate in 1793. They refided 
near the fpot where the peftilence 
began. ‘They were alarmed and 
aftonifhed, but could not prevail upon 
themfelves to remove. To make fo 
eflential a change in their fyftem as 
to leave the city, was equivalent to 
dying. They were aiffrighted, but 
they knew not at what. All was 
panic and confufion around them. 
Nothing to be heard but fearful 
rumours, and nothing to be feen but 
fugitives from danger, and the pale- 
neis of confternation in thofe that 
remained. There was no place whi- 
ther they could retire. All beyond 
the precincts of the city was to them 
like a new world. Their curiofity or 
intereft had never carried them beyond 
the two rivers. ‘Their feelings, with- 
out affuming a definite form, amounted 
to the preference of death where they 
were, to life in any other place. 

Their fears difappeared with. the 
nevelty of their fituation. Danger, 
by becoming familiar, ceafes to be 
dreaded. Panic fcarcely ever fails ~ 
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be fuceteded by fecurity. A ground- 
lefs -and difproportionate terror is 
generally converted by habit into a 
confidence no lefs_over-weening and 
delufive. The women refumed, in a 
fhort time, their ancient tranquillity, 
and the old man his cuftomary walks. 
A few beings like himfelf affembled 
every morning in his porch, to reccive 
and impart the current information ; 
to examine the lift of yefterday’s 
mortality, and compare different 
accounts. When this cafual aflembly 
was diffolved, M‘Farlane continued 
his ramble, which he now extended 
fo as to einclude the Potter’s-Field. 
Here he fpent fome minutes daily in 
viewing the train ef what has been 
exprefsly termed the deud-carts, and 
numbering the bodies that were hattily 
configned to the earth. 

The peft had attained the ultimate 
point of its progrefs, and was now 
declining, when the old couple fick- 
ened, one after the other, and died. 
Kate was their fole attendant and 
nurfe. Her affection for them fupplied 
her with refolution. She had not 


time to reflect on the lonelinefs of 
her lot, before fhe was herfelf feized 


with the reigning malady. She was 
difcovered by the fuperintendants of 
the fick, and conveyed, nearly in a 
ftate of infenfibility, to the hofpital. 
She was one of the few who came out 
of that noifome and contagious recep- 
tacle, alive. 

She had now a fubfiftence to feck. 
She was ill qualified to make provifion 
for herfelf by her former habits and 
experience. A certain portion of 
mechanical drudgery, pertairiing to 
the offices of cook and wather, fell to 
her fhare in the family of M‘Farlane ; 
but the fupplying of food, cloathing, 
and fhelter, conftituted the province 
of her fuperiors. Marketing is an art, 
fkill in which can only be conferred 
by practice. In this refpeét many a 
mathematical adept was on a level 
with Kate. She was as ignorant as 
Newton of the art of trafficking for 
eggs and butter, and committed mif- 
takes no lefs egregious when accident 
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affigned to her this duty. To ftipulate 
for the poffeflion of an habitation, or 
the transfer of an handkerchief, was 

too much for her ignorance. 
Neceflity, however, is an excellent 
teacher. By means which fhe was 
hardly able to affign, fhe rented a 
room, bargained for foap and ftarch, 
and furnifhed herfelf with kettles and 
tubs. This fhe was unable to perform 
of -herfelf. No knowledge would 
fupply the place of money. Stock is 
requifite, whether we project a manu- 
factory of porcelain, or the trade of a 
linen-wafher. Stock may, either in 
part or in whole, be fupplied by credit. 
Unhappily for Kate, fhe had neither 
ftock nor credit, While in this ftate 
of forlornnefs and uncertainty, her 
good fortune led her, one evening, to 
my kitchen fire. I lived in her 
mafter’s neighbourhood, and was not 
inattentive to the effects which his 
death muft produce upon the condition 
of his fervant. She told her ftory to 
my houfekeeper, without expecting 
relief. I chanced to be near enough 
to overhear her tale. Next day we had 
an interview, and by my purfe, credit, 
and perfonal exertions, eafily placed 
her in her prefent fituation. The 
expence was trivial, and the efforts 
flight; yet they conferred upon this 
being the higheft benefit which her 
conftitution of mind capacitated her 
for receiving. They have filled her 
honeft bofom with the utmoft fervour 
of gratitude, and infured to me all the 
fervices which fhe is able to perform. 
I did not forefee my prefent cala- 
mity, in confequence of which the 
good offices of this woman became of 
the utmoft moment. Among the 
reflections which the eftablifhment of 
Kate, and the effufions of her grati- 
tude, excited, it never occurred to me 
that I fhould ever poffibly ftand in 
need of her beneficence : yet only four 
years have gone by, and I am under 
the neceffity of claiming her friend- 
fhip. I gave her competence and com- 
fort ; fhe faves me from a gaol. Per» 
haps it isimbecility and prejudice, that 
occafion my antipathy; but true it 
i, 











ulate 


\) or 


lent 
da 


rch, 
and 


k is 


is, that he who refcues me from prifon 
has benefited me not lefs, in my own 
opinion, than he who fhould reprieve 
me from the gallows. 
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For the Weekly Magazine. 
LIFE OF COUNT RUMFORD. 


WHEN the truly illuftrious How- 
ard dire€ted his refearches to 
the reform of prifons and penal laws, 
the humane and benevolent. were 
forcibly ftruck with this new Ypecies 
of inveftigation.—He is gone to re- 
ceive the reward of his labours, and 
they have been truly bleffed. 

But a new adventurer has lately 
turned his attention to the diminution 
of human mifery, and has trodden a 
path, almoft unknown. His fuccefs 
may lead us to hope that there are 
yet many ways, hitherto unheard, of 
leffening the fum of human wretched- 
neis, by banifhing crimes and diftrefs 
from the earth; and thereby haftening 
the glorious day of univerfal peace 
and righteoufnefs. 

For my part I regard every real 
benefactor to mankind, as an agent 
employed in bringing forward thefe 
happy times ; and I cannot help placing 
Count Rumford in the foremoft 
rank.—-The following concife account 
of his life and writings may prove 
acceptable to your readers. 

Benjamin Thompfon is a native of 
Maffachuletts.—He joined the Britifh 
army during our revolution, and 
was a lieutenant colonel in the New- 
Levies. —The Britifh miniftry having 
been informed of his abilities, invited 
him to England, where he was par- 
ticularly patronifed by lord Grenville ; 
and his fervices there were fo fatis- 
factory, that he was knighted and 
made a brigadier-general in the Britifh 
eftablifhment. His attention was now 
turued to uleful philofophical fubjects, 

as will appear by feveral of his papers, 


publifhed in the Tranfactions of the. 


Royal Society of London. 
But finding his fphere of a€tion too 
much narrowed, in the year 1784, he 
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obtained leave of the Britifh govern- 
ment to enter into the fervice of the 
Elector of Bavaria, who was fo much 
pleafed with his conduct as to give 
him the title of. Count Rumford, 
Lieutenant-General, and Privy Coun- 
fellor—and to place the mioft un- 
bounded confidence in him; which, 
though it was fully anfwered, did not 
fail to excite the jealoufy of the cour- 
tiers, who are faid to have been con- 
tinually bringing complaints againft 
him to the Elector—At length, 
wearied with their applications, the 
Elector effeGtually filenced them b 

telling them, that unlefs they defifted, 
the Count fhould be made prime 
minifter. 

“ In all his operations he endeavour- 
ed to unite the intereft of the foldicr 
with the intereft of civil fociety, and 
render the military force, even in time 
of peace, fubfervient to the pud/ic 
good. ‘This was done by employing 
them as labours, and eftablifhing 
{chools for their children, and thofe of 
the neighbouring peafants. Bavaria 
fwarmed with beggars. In the fourth 
year, immediately fucceeding the in- 
troduction of the meafures adopted 
for putting an end to mendicants, 
and clearing the country of beggars, 
thieves, robbers, kc. above 10,000 of 
thefe vagabonds, foreigners and na- 
tives, were arrefted and delivered over 
to the civil magiftrates: and in taking 
up the beggars in Munich, and pro- 
viding for thofe who ftood in need of 
public afliftance, no lefs than 2600, 
of both defcriptions, were entered 
upon the lifts in one week, though the 
whole number of inhabitants of that 
city and fuburbs does not amount to 
60,000. The firft ftep towards taking 
up thefe beggars was to canton the 
cavalry in different diftricts. Acom- 
mittee was next appointed for the 
relief of the poor in the fixteen dii- 
tricts of Munich, with a commiffary 
toeach diftri€t, who, after vifiting and 
enquiring into the cafe of the perfon 
applying, recommended him to the 
committee, and received their orders. 

The funds of the inftitution were 
derived 
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derived ‘from ftated monthly allow- 
ances out of the privy purfe, the ftates, 
and the treafury, voluntary fub{crip- 
tions, legacies, fines, and tolls appro- 
priatéd to the purpofe. A large com- 
modious building was provided for 
the reteption of the beggars, with 
cloathing, food, and firing, materials 
and tools for thofe who were able to 
work, mafters to teach thofe who 
required inftruction, and full pay for 
their labour, with gentle ufage: and 
the rules and regulations being few 
and eafy to be obferved, the inftances 
of their being tranfgreffed are rare. 
The work was fpinning, weaving, and 


‘other branches of woollen manufac- 


ture. The Count, at the head of the 
officers of the infantry in garrifon, 
and the magiftrates, on New-Year’s- 
day (which, from time immemorial, 
had been confidered in Bavaria as a 
day peculiarly fet apart for alms- 
giving) 1790, began with arrefting all 
the beggars in the ftreets of Munich, 
and appointing them to come to 
the newly-erected “ Military Work- 
douse,” fo called from being intended 
to provide cloathing for the army. 
Patroles were frequently fent into the 
ftreets, to bring others in, and to 
feize fuch as had efcaped from the 
work-houfe after being lodged in it. 
A printed addrefs,; by Profeffor Babo, 
on the character and life of the idle 
apd diffolute vagabonds which infefted 

unich, was prefented to all the 
heads of families, with printed lifts, 
in which they were required to fet 
down their name, place of abode, and 
contributions to this good defign. 
Thofe who frequented this eftablifh- 
ment were expected to arrive at the 
fixed hour in the morning, varied 
according to the feafon of the year; 
and, if they perfifted in being tardy 
without giving a fufficient excufe, 
were deprived of their dinner, which 
was one pound and a quarter of rich 
foup of peafe and barley mixed, with 
cuttings of fine white bread, and 
feven ounces of excellent rye-bread; 
which laft they commonly put in 
their pockets, and carried home for 





fupper. Soup and offal-meat were 
collected in the ftreets in carts and 
wheel-tubs. This inftitution is now 
in the moft flourifhing ftate, and not 
only beggars and vagabonds are re- 
lieved and reclaimed, but other poor 
in the city fupported by alms and 
work at their own houfes; for, the 
Count is of opinion, that it is better 
to leave ‘it to the poor to provide 
themfelves with lodgings, and that 
publie kitchens, and working-rooms 
adjoining. fhould be provided in every 
parifh. An hofpital for the fick and 
infirm has lately been erected at Mu- 
nich. The plan of the inftitution is 
extending over Bavaria; and ihe 
cloathing manufactured in it has been 
purchafed even in Italy for the poor 
there. The firft eflay, gives an account 
of the firft eftablithment and fuccefs of 
this inftitution, the fecond treats of 
the fundamental principles on which 
general eftablifhmen:s for the relief of 


‘the poor may be formed in all coun- 


tries. No body of laws (‘he Count 
obferves) can be fo framed as to pro- 
vide effectually for their wants. The 
only adequate relief that can be 
afforded them muft be derived from 
the voluntary affiftance of the humane 
and benevolent, to be fecured by the 
good characters of the perfons em- 
ployed,” 

The laft we hear of the Count, is 
as a member of a board eftablifhed in 
England for the relicf of the poor. 

A complete edition of his works * is 
publifhing at Bofton, by Mr. Weft, 
which cannot fail of proving a moft 
atceptable prefent to the wife and 
good of every country. 


* Entitled—Effays, Political, Economia 
cal,and Philofophical. By Benjamin Count 
of Rumford, Knight of the Orders of the 
White Eagle, and St. Staniflaus; Chame 
berlain, Privy Counfellor of State, and 
Lieutenapt-General in the Service of his 
Moft Serene Highnefs the Elector Palatine, 
Reigning Duke of Bavaria; Colonel of 
his Regiment of Artillery, and Comman- 
der in Chief of the General Staff of his 
Army; F. R. 8. Acad. R. Huber. Berol. 
Elec, Boica:, Palat, et Amer, Soc. 
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* For the Weekly Magazine. 


Tbe Extent and Utility of Natural 
History. Ina Letter from a Cor- 


respondent. 


I HAVE long felt and expreffed my 
aftonifhment that courfes of Natu- 
ral Hiftory have not been more gene- 
rally introduced into places of educa- 
tion. The particular facts which 
compofe it, are the elements of all 
our knowledge. They always pleafe 
or agitate the mind; they would, I 
am perfuaded, excite the lively atten- 
tion of both fexes to the greateft 
advantage, and form fuch habits of 
thinking and reading, as would pre- 
ferve the more advanced from liftlefs 
indolence and debafing fenfuality. 

By Natural History 1 mean a 
knowledge of whatever compofes the 
univerfe ; as the heavens, the meteors, 
the atmofphere, the earth, and all the 
phenomena which happen in the 
world, One of the moft important 
branches of this fcience is man, be- 
caufe an acquaintance with his frame 
and character, is moft intimately 
connected with buman happiness. 

The obje& of Natural Hiftory is as 
extenfive as nature itfelf, fince (as 
you muft have feen) it comprehends 
not only the fubftances which compofe 
the earth, but alfo all the organifed 
bodies which inhabit it, every living 
being that moves on the face of the 
earth, thofe that fly in the expanded 
firmament, and fuch as have their 
habitation in the bofom of the ocean. 
It is to this fubjeét thatthe attenticn 
of man has been particularly called 
within thefe laft fifty years. Its 
utility is now more generally known ; 
the relations of various beings are 
more accurately developed, a pro- 
mife to unfold to future generations 
fuch a view of the unbounded good- 
nefs of the caufe of all caufes as will 
infallibly diffufe a fpirit of generofity, 
of gratitude, of philanthropy, and of 
cheerfulnefs through every branch of 
the great family of mankind. 

In a fubject of fuch vaft extent, 
a fcience which undertakes to deve- 


lope all the riches of nature, how, fay 
you, is the limited mind of one man 
to proceed in extending his acquain- 
tance with the exhauftlefs beauties of 
Nature? I anfwer—Study the cabi- 
nets of natural hiftory, for we know 
that the fcience of the hiftory of na- 
ture has only advanced in proportion 
as thefe cabinets have been enlarged. 
Why did not this fcience make the 
fame progrefs im the laft age as the 
prefent ? Becaufe repofitories for the 
various productions of nature, were 
much fewer and lefs extenfive. If 
you have your choice, I fhould advife 
you to begin your ftudies in that repo- 
fitory which is the largeft, and where 
the objects are arranged as much as 
poflible according to the fyftem of 
Nature herfelf. There you will find 
detailed and in order what the uni- 
verfe prefents to you in a mafs. Such 
a ufeful colleétion, where the pro- 
ductions of Nature are difplayed, and 
where Art has known how to diftri- 
bute them, will become a text book ; 
an elementary treatife, ever open to 
the afliduous obferver. 

From this book, you will learn to 
acquaint yourfelf with the organifation 
of all created beings, the mutual con- 
nection which reigns among them, 
and the fenfible differences which 
characterife them in a clear and pre- 
cife manner, according to their gen- 
der and fpecies. An expofition, my 
dear friend, like this, of every mate- 
rial being which the world contains, 
in fixing upon your mind the princi- 
ples of the fcience, will certainly 
offer to your eye fuch a magnificent, 
extenfive, a delightful view, as 
cannot fail to intereft and warm the 
heart. How many follies will not 
thofe be preferved from, who are once 
captivated with the beauties of Na- 
ture! I know of no character that 
may not convert this charming ftudy 
into means of utility. Are you a 
philosopher ? You may here contem- 
plate with advantage the order of 
thofe productions which Nature has 
fown over the celeftial and terreftrial 
hemifpheres. It is here you may 

judge 
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judge how many different beings 
frend over the furface of our globe, 
are with man the benevolence of 
the Divinity, and how numerous are 
the objects which are created for his 
particular > amen I is here that 
you will difcover new and fingular 
phenomena. Are you a traveller? 
Tt is here that you will firft feel a 
defire of making a colletion of fimi- 
lar curiofities, and be enabled by the 
knowledge you have acquired, to 
defcribe the riches of thofe countries 
through which you may pafs. The 
chemist will, by a regular examina- 
tion of the various materials prefented 
to his view, difcover principles which 
may guide him in his refearches. 
The artist will learn to employ the 
riches of Nature according to the 
wants of fociety. The farmer, to 
multiply and ameliorate thofe {pecies 
of animals which appear moft impor- 
tant for the fupport and enjoyment 
of life. Indeed I know not a ftation, 
from the man of letters to the daily 
labourer, that would not derive folid 
good from fome branch of this exten- 
five purfuit. 

Natural Philosophy is the know- 
ledge of the agents of Nature—Natu- 
ral History is the fcience of the facts 

_ of nature. The arts are only Nature 
copied, or employed according to the 
wants and pleafures of fociety. 

Should you embrace the ftudy of 
mineralogy, you will know thofe 
materials which furnifh inftruments 
for every art, and multiply the re- 
fources of ind ; be acquainted 
with thofe mines from whence Com- 
merce draws the univerfal and un- 
changing fign of its wealth; from 
whence the ufeful hufbandman derives 
the plough-fhare which opens and 
fertilizes the earth, and the benevo- 
(ent fcythe which fecures for him the 
harveft. Should you conne& with 
the mineral the vegetable kingdom, 
at the fame time that you perceive 
how both man and brute live on its 
favours, you will behold with admi- 
ration how much this reign contri- 
butes to fatisfy our real wants, and 
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gratify our tafte. The wood unites 
with the ftone and brick, to form the 
lowly cottage of the poor, and the 
moft fplendid works of architecture— 
wood of different kinds enters into 
the conftruétion of our furniture for 
the conveniences of life. Of the 
oak and the hemp are formed thofe 
veffels which tranfport our commerce, 
our arts, and our manners to otier 
countries. Each arofe from a grain 
dr feed, that a gale of wind wafted 
to fome plain or on the top of fome 
lofty mountain. | 

Finally, if you are defirous of ftu- 
dying the animal kingdom, of know- 
ing thofe individuals which have the 
neareft refemblance to man, in the 
fentiment of exiftence, you will find 
new fources of pleafure. One while 
you will admire the numerous family 
of birds, with whofe rich plumage 
the Indian decorates his body, and 
thofe majeftic tufts which now adorn 
the heads of our females; at another, 
the {warms of butterflies whofe bril- 
liant colours feem to infult our flowers, 
and who agreeably diffipate that in 
which the bee knows how to find 
honey and wax to enrich uss How 
you will fix your aftonifhed looks on 
the grandeur of the elephant, deftined 
to tranfport the greateft weight ;— 
then upon the elegant form of the 
horfe, born for the courfe and for 
combats, and the fize of the ox, 
called to wear the yoke, and you will 
exclaim, all ibese pay by turns the 
tribute of utility to man. 

You will not ftop here. You will 
try to find out the moft interefting 
particularities of their hiftory, and the 
advantages human induftry has drawn 
from them. Their manners, their 
chara€ter, and their mode of living. 
The three kingdoms thus ftudied with 
order, will enrich your mind with 
knowledge and afford you pleafure, 
of which you would otherwife have 
no conception. Excufe the defultory 
hints I have offered; in a feafon of 
greater leifure, you fhall hear from 
me again. Yours, 

A Lover of Natural Hist 
THE 
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‘THE UBIQUITARIAN.—No. Il. 
With Pleafure and his laughing train, 
Dance by the moonfhine of the brain. 

OW few are there to be found 
who are confcious of happinefs. 
There are beings in this world of 
ours who underftand the matter fo 
little, that if you require them to ba- 
dance their accounts, their enjoyments 
will be found not to have exceeded a 
quarter of an hour’s happinefs to a 
thoufand hours of vexation. I have 
often reflected on the generality of 
this difpofition, and have often fought 
for the occafion of it. A multitude 
of caufes have that tendency; but 
education, and the habits of fociety, 
tend to produce it moft. It is educa- 
tion that principally induces this femi- 
mental mifery, How rarely do difin- 
tereftednefs, and that morality which 
points out the fleeting nature of our 
exiftence, enter into the practical 
leffons of our infancy ; and how con- 
ftantly are the moft fordid fentiments 
conneéted with precepts the moft 
divine. But it is not fo much from 
precept that the mind is thns infen- 
fibly debauched, as by the practice 
that enters into action before us, and 
which ftrikes the underftanding, with- 
out *the laboured abftraction that is 
neceffary to inftruction. 

How frequently do parents enliven 
the fpirits of the young by holding 
out the flattering delufions pf hope. 
How rarely are they tapght to view 
all nature cheerfully, to prepare for 
difappointment, and to fet no value 
on the obftruétion of the wnfettled or 
unreafonable defires, 

We find nations more or lefs diftin- 
guifhed by thefe habitudes; but our 
own fociety generally may be found 
to confift of two claffes—thofe who 
are conftantly feeking what they never 
find; and thofe who, poffefling all 
that they require, or finding what 
they fought, are ftill difcontented. 

Yet with what hypocrify do we fee 
men act in this ftruggle between hope 
and difcontent! Afk Probus if he is 


‘virtuous; the very queftion marks a 


Vou. I. No. 2. 


doubt, and you offend him. A‘k him 
if he is avaricious, and he is angry. 
Tell him his riches are fufficient to 
procure ali that can gratify reafonable 
defires, and he fhrugs his fhoulders 
and replies he is poor. Tell him how 
much you envy his happinefs, and he 
fhakes his head, hanging his eye-brows 
to a frown—he wants fomething: 
What is it ?~—-Only to be intimately 
acquainted with mifery for a while! 

t is trtly wonderful with what 
‘induftry men become the artificers of 
their own mifery; how afliduoufly 
they filter forrows for themfelves, 
out of the fuperabundance of their 
means of happinefs. 

The poor place happinefs in the 
coffers of the apulent; the rich, in 
power, vanity, or oftentation; change 
their conditions, and experience holds 
but a temporary influence over their 
paflions; they look back to their 
former ftate, and are yet more un- 
happy. They were taught alike to 
confider wealth as the only foundation 
of happinefs. They were never taught 
how it can be employed to produce 
happinefs, or what it is when poffeffed. 

He who ferioufly refjects that a 
medium of fixty years is perhaps the 
courfe of his exiftence; that infancy 
and age are to be deducted even from 
that portion of life, will perhaps con- 
fider health and cheerfulnefs as fupe- 
rior to vanity and riches. But, alas! 
there are few indeed who can adopt 
a {cale fo fimple, for their meafure of 
enjoyment. 

Emoten, however, is one of thefe. 
He hes formed a rule for converting 
even the moft trivial occurrences, into 
the means of pleafure. He counts 
upon eighty years of exiftence, of 
which he has {peat &fty without bodily 
affliction: and this rare good fortune 
he attributes to an early refolution 
which he formed, to be always cheer- 
ful. Plain and cleanly in his perfon, 
he neither apes the foppery of the 
filly, nor the ftiffnefs of the auftere. 
The errors of which he is witnefs, he 
generally attributes to any thing but 
natural difpolition; and though he 
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42 
will not countenance error, he will 
not blame the child for the vices of 
the parent. It is his way to laugh 
folly out of countenance, rather than 
rebuke it ; becaufe it is fo much allied 
to prejudice, that to expofe it would 
be only to confirm it the more. If 
he obferves in the deportment of the 
young and gay of either fex, an hila- 
rity mixed with mirth, he does not 
frown with feverity and chide with 
morofenefs ; becaufe cheerfulnefs is 
congenial with youth and innocence ; 
and becaufe he confiders reftraint of 
the natural temper the means by 
which the vicious habits of cunning 


and duplicity are produced. 
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This perhaps is the effect of the 
education of Emolen, but if it renders 
him happy, fuperior even to riches or 
poverty, if it renders life free from 
thofe turbulent and reftlefs defigns 
which produce fo many montfters, the 
plan of his education muft at leaft be 
preferable to that which does not 
exempt men from the influence of 
inconftant paflions and infatiable de- 
fires~—of hopes that are never realifed 
—of wifhes that fuperfede activity by 
deluding the fenfes—of prejudices that 
produce conftant irritation—and ha- 
treds, that render fociety more hor. 
rible than the caverns of beafts of prey. 
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ARROW ROOT. 


N account of the Maranta, or 
indian Arrow Root, has been 
publifhed by Thomas Ryder, who 
informs us that in the courfe of his 
profeffional attendance on a Welt- 
Indian lady, his curiofity was excited 
by a diet of her own, prepared from 
this root, which he communicated to 
the Society of Arts, &c. and received 
their thanks. He defcribes this plant, 
which is a native of Jamaica, {cien- 
tifically. There are three forts of it: 
the Galanga, whofe root is ufed by the 
Indians to poifon their arrows; the 
Arundinaica, for itarch; and the Co- 
mosa. A pound of this ftarch is equal 
to two and an half of that prepared 
from wheat ; and he is affured, by 
gentlemen of the firft credit in Ja- 
maica, that it may be cultivated to 
any extent. 
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Agricultural Improvement. From a 


late European Magazine. 
A MEMOIR by G. T. Good- 
enough, Efg. on the great utility 
of fteeping the feed of barley and 
oats, was lately read at the Board of 
Agriculture. By that it appears, that 
the practice of fleeping the feed of 


fpring corn for about thirty hours, is 
highly beneficial, caufing an equal and 
uniform vegetation, and thereby pre- 
venting fuch corn coming up at dif. 
ferent times, which is fo often the 
cafe on ftiff foils in dry feafons. This 
is a hint very welt worth the attention 
of all farmers.—Mr. Goodenough 
has been in the praétice many years, 
and reaped confiderable advantage 


from it. 
_ —— 


Method of Preserving Birds. 


Fisst, open the bird at the vent, 
extract the entrails, lungs, craws, 
&e.; wath out the cavity with a 
folution of one ounce of fal ammo. 
niac diffolved in a quart of water, in 
which afterwards two ounces of cor- 
rofive fublimate of mercury muft be 
put; or, four ounces of arfenic may 
be boiled in two quarts of water, till 
all, or the greateft part, be diffolved, 
Sufpend the bird by the bill to drain ; 
then ftrew the infide with a powder - 
made of four parts of tobacco-fand, 
four parts of pounded pepper, one 
part of burnt alum, and one part of 
corrofive fublimate, or arfenic; then 
fill the body with oakum, or tow, 
fteeped in the above liquor. Sew up 
the vent-hole, made for extracting 
the entrails, with a thread fteeped in 
the 
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the liquor ; take out the tongue, and 
fcoop out the brain through the 
mouth ; fill thefe cavities alfo with 
the fteeped tow. The attitude is 
given by fharp-pointed wires at one 
end being thruft through the legs, 
body, breaft and neck ; alfo through 
the wings and body, acrofs. Dry the 
birds gently in an oven, taking care 
that the heat is not too powerful, 
which may be known by a feather 
or a hair put for trial-lake into it ; 
which, if adequate to the purpofe, 
will neither crifp, curl, nor bend. If 
at any time the bird gets moift, have 
recourfe to the oven, or a gentle fire, 
which will foon recover its loft elaf- 
ticity, and preferve it (with care) for 
ages. Eyes may be procured at any 
glafs-manufactory ; or the eye-fockets 
may be filled with putty, and painted 
according to nature with oil colours. 

The recipe of the late Sir Afhton 
Lever, for the above purpofe, was a 
mixture of one pound of falt, four 
ounces of alum, and two ounces of 
black pepper; in every other matter 
as before, except the ufe of the liquid, 
and drying the fubject by the oven. 
He fufpends the bird by the feet in a 
fine cool airy place, for the falts to 
impregnate the body ; afterwards, by 
a thread run through the under man- 
dible, till it appears to be perfectly 
fweet; then hang it in the fun, or 
near a fire. 

The prefent preferver of birds, 
pearened &e. at the Leverian Mu- 
eum, has invented a new method for 
fupplying his fubjects with eyes: it 
confifts of a femi-globe of polifhed 
glafs; on the plane fide is affixed a 
painted reprefentation of the pupil, 
iris, &c. of the eye, which gives it a 
very natural appearance. 
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Insects of Hot Climates. From Drury’s 
Illustrations of Natural History. 


HE ants, whether confidered as 
the efficient fervants of nature, 
keeping clean and wholefome the face 
of the creation, or, as the minifters of 


Almighty power, preferving a due 
equality between animals and vegeta- 
bles, perform, without exemption or 
referve, his high behefts. Like the 
angel of heaven, they walk fteadily 
forward in the line ordained them, 
and {pare neither magnitude nor 
beauty, neither the living nor the 
dead, but fweep away all kinds of 
animal fubftances with undeviating 
rigour and rapacious perfeverance. 
Sometimes they proceed, driving 
all the inhabitants out of a town in a 
few hours; and, in other inftances, 
like a flow but irrefiftible fire, they 
gradually, in two or three years, take 
poffeffion of the land, and carry death 
and deftruction to every kind of ani- 
mals ; fo that not only pigeons and 
fowls, lambs and kids, but even calves 
and foals, which have been brought 
forth in the night, have been deftroyed 
before the rifing of the fun ; and the 
inhabitants themfelves, though they 
placed the pofts of their beds in 
troughs of water, were driven out of 
them by thefe inevitable difturbers. 
It is not to be fuppofed, that hot 
countries are at all times infefted to 
this degree. They never are, how- 
ever, without an aftonifhing number 
of thefe infeéts, which no art, labour, 
or expence can totally exclude from 
the dwellings of the inhabitants. The 
nuinber of different fpecies is not yet 
known, and is fo great, added to the 
minutenefs of moft of them, that it 
probably never will be difcovered with 
any degree of certainty. There are 
not lefs than fifteen or twenty fpecies, 
which find their way into the houfes. 
Thefe are not only to be diftinguifhed 
by their fize, figure, and colour, but 
by their different properties. Some 
are near an inch long, from which, 
to that of being fcarce vifible to the 
naked eye, are various fizes. Some 
are long and flender, others fhort and 
thick ; fome are elegantly fhaped, and 
highly polifthed; while others are, 
according to vulgar apprehenfions, 
deformed, armed with fpines, and 
covered with briftly, or coarfe and 
rough fkins. Some {pecies alfo are as 
black 
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black as jet; others of the deepeft 
brown, or of different fhades, till they 
approach to yellow; and not a few 
are variegated, having fome of the 
prifimatie colours in full glow. They 
vary as much in their nature and dif- 
pofitions ; fome deftroy frefh collected 
plants ; and, in fpite of weights laid 
upon the books in which they are 
placed to dry, get in, cut the leaves 
and flowers in pieces, and carry them 
away. Others, of different f{pecies, 
attack all forts of victuals, particu- 
larly fweet things, as fugar and fruits. 

The cockroaches are another race 
of peftiferous beings, equally noifome 
and mifchievous to natives or ftran- 
gers, but particularly to collectors. 
‘Thefe nafty and voracious infeéts fly 
out in the evening, and commit mon- 


- ftrous depredations ; they plunder and 


eat all kinds of victuals, dreft and 
undreft, and damage all forts of cloath- 
ing, efpecially thofe which are touched 
with powder, pomatum, and fimilar 
fubftances; every thing made of lea- 
ther, books, paper, and various other 
articles, which, if they do not deftroy, 
they at leaft foil, as they frequently 
depofit a drop of their excrement 
where they fettle, and thus damage 
what they cannot devour. 

They often fly into perfons’ faces 
or bofoms, and their legs being armed 
with fharp {pines, the pricking excites 
a fudden horror, not eafily defcribed. 
In old houfes they {warm by myriads, 
making every part filthy beyond all 
defcription wherever they harbour, 
which in the day-time is in dark cor- 
ners, behind all forts of clothes, in 
trunks, boxes, and in’ fhort every 
place where they can lie concealed. 
In old timber and deal houfes, when 
the family is retired at night to fleep, 
this infect, among other difagreeable 
properties, has the power of making 
a noife, which very much refembles 
a pretty fmart knocking with the 
knuckleupon the wainfcotting. The 
blatta gigantea of Linneus in the 
Welt indies, are therefore frequently 
known by the name of drummers. 
Lhree or four of thefg noify creatures 


will fometimes be impelled to anfwer 
one another, and caufe fuch a drum- 
ming noife, that none but thofe who 
are very good fleepers can reft for 
them. What is moft difagreeable, 
thofe who have not gauze curtains 
are fometimes attacked by them in 
their fleep. The fick and dying have 
their extremities attacked, and the 
ends of the toes and fingers of the 
dead are frequently ftripped of both 
fkin and flefb. 


— 
A Trip to Parnassus. 
ALLING the.other day on my 


bookfeller, we fell into chat, not 
only upon the different kinds of mo- 
dern compofitions, but upon the num- 
ber of mifcellaneous writers; and he 
exhibited, during the courfe of the 
converfation, feveral characters among 
our literary manufacturers, vulgarly 
called Book-makers, equally curious 
and entertaining, Seeing me not a 
little diverted with his defcription of 
them, he faid, “ Thefe are not to be 
named with an authorefs whom I 
employ; if you are at leifure, I will 
carry you to fee her; for fhe is fo 
complete an original, that it is impof- 
fible for me to defcribe her.” On my 
fhewing a defire to attend him, he 
conducted me into a mean-looking 
houfe in a dirty Court, turning out of 
a very fhabby ftreet. Near the top 
of this miferable houfe lodged the lady 
in queftion: an houfe which I fhould 
not iiave entered on any account, had 
I not been prompted, juft at that time, 
by a particular curiofity not to be 
refifted. The fight of the bare broken 
walls during my afcent to the fourth 
ftory, the deep holes in the ftairs, and 
the. firong effluvia arifing from a 
*“ compound of villainous fmells,” 
which iffued from the different apart- 
ments I paffed, not only excited dif- 
guft, but made me think myfelf in a 
dangerous ftate ; 1 was, indeed, both 
apprehenfive of a fractured limb and a 
putrid fever. However, notwithftand- 
ing thefe apprehenfions, I proceeded, 


and 
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and arrived fafe at Mrs. Spindrain’s 
aerial habitation, whom we found fit- 
ting at a broken table, leaning her 
head upon one hand, while the other 
was employed with her pen. She was 
a fquat figure, with coarfe hair turned 
grey (with thinking, we will feppofe), 
and a cap, very offenfively difcoioured 
with continual fervice, half off her 
head. The handkerchief which almoft 
covered her neck, much of the fame 
dingy hue, was faftened by a “ed 
pin. Her bed-gown, of a yellowi 

kind of ftuff, did not difgrace the 
other parts of her drefs by its»com- 
plexion. In fhort, fhe fade all toge- 
ther, from head to foot, a fqualid and 
ragged appearance. On each fide of 
her ftood one of her daughters, as 
ragged and as dirty as herfelf ; 7 
were tranfcribing from a paper fo 
blotted, that the contents of it were 
hardly legible. Before the {malleft 
fire | ee faw, the father of the 
family was feated in a chair with but 
half a bottom to it, in a loofe fort of a 
gown, endeavouring to mend a pair of 
{mall-clothes ; the only pair, I thought, 
from certain marks of embarraffment 
vifible in his countenance, he had in 
the world, He was at the fame time 
rocking a cradle, in which lay his fon 
and heir, {creaming for want of the 
neceffary attendance and nourifhment 
of his mother, and watching a piece 
of meat which was roafting with a 
ftring. At the fight of a ftranger, the 
poor man was fo difconcerted, that 
he, attempting to rife, dropped his 
galligafkins on the floors (My con- 
jeCtures with regard to his having but 
one pair of f{mall-clothes were now 
confirmed). His wife, without rifing 
from the ftool which fhe occupied, 
called to him, with a commanding 
voice, to give the gentleman (meaning 
me) a feat. He accordingly looked 
round the room, to thew his willing- 
nefs to obey her; but as no fuch con- 
veniency was to be feen, he pufhed 
the broken one he had quitted towards 
me; but I declined accepting his 
offer, left I thould be laid fprawling 
en the floor. My companion then 
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advancing towards the lady, exclaimed 

“ So, ‘Mrs. Spudeain,” have you 
finifhed the letter for my paper?”— 
“ *Tis above half done,” replied fhe ; 
“the girls are writing it out fair. 
Here Sappho,” continued fhe, turning 
to her eldeft daughter, “let Mr. 
Squeezebard look at it.”—“ But why 
don’t you make an end of it at once,’’ 
faid he, “ before you begin any thing 
elfe? You know I ftay for it.” 
“ What do you think,” anfwered fhe, 
with a confiderable degree of bauteur, 
“ do you think I have nobody’s bufi- 
nefs to do but yours? I write the beft 
part of the poetry in half the maga- 
zines, and the Helicon Bag; and let 
me tell you, ‘tis far pleafanter to 
write verfes than heavy political let- 
ters.”——“ Why do you make them 
heavy then? That's your fault, and not 
mine ; I want to have them full of fire.” 
—* Yes, you want them inflamma- 
tory, I fuppofe,” cried the ; “ and then, 
if you are threatened with the pillory, 
you will give up your author. But 
you will get nothing by that; for I'l 
tell all, and fwear, what you know is 
the truth, that you dictated the fub- 
jects to me. I can do nothing more 
to your laft letter, as 1 am about an 
elegy on a lady who died a week ago, 
fuppofed ta be written by her huf- 
band ; and if it does not go home to- 
night, it may as well not go home at 
all, for it will be quite out of date. 
I have alfo verfes to fend with a lot- 
tery ticket into the country ; a ballad 
to compofe, in which every ftanza 
muft be diftinguifhed by a particular 
name ; and a letter to write, from a 
failor to his grandmother in freland. 
All thefe pieces I muft finifh before I 
fleep; and yet you pretend to make a 
noife about your politics !” 

Here I could not help interrupting 
her by faying, “ That I fhould cer- 
tainly, in her fituation, with fo many 
things to engage my attention, fall taft 
afleep in the middle of my bufinefs.” 

“ It may be fo,” replied fhe ; “ but 
people of genius feel differently ; for 
my part, I can fit up all night, under 
the infpiration of the Nine, while Mr. 

Spinbrain 
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Spinbrain there is fnoring by eight 
o’clock.”——“ Aye,” fays the poor 
hafband, “and fo would you too, if 


rou did as much as I do.” “ Why, 


Sir,” continued he, addreffing himfelf 
to me, “ I am the verieft flave upon 
the face of the earth; for I not only 
nurfe the children, and cook the vic- 
tuals, but wafh the houfe and the 
clothes, and mend and make for the 
whole family.”—“ To be fure!” an- 
fwered his mufeful moiety, with more 
than poetic fire in her eyes ; “ What 
would you do elfe, a great lazy drone 
as you are? If you cannot get any 
thing, the leaft you can do is to be 
faving, while I, like an induftrious 
bee, am always filling my hive with 
the moft delicious fweets.”” “ There, 
Sir,” added fhe to the bookfeller, 
“there's a fimile for you, and my 
own; I never borrow from other peo- 
ple; I am no plagiary, like moft 
authors, but trade upon my own ftock, 
and bring up my children to do as 
their mother has done before them. 
There is Sappho can tag rhimes ‘as 
faft as boys do birds’ eggs, and Urania 
has a very pretty hand at an effay in 
profe. I never fuffer them to muddle 
their heads about fcouring, and fcrub- 
bing, or doing any of the domeftic 
affairs: I intend to bring them up, 
and my boy, exactly in the fame 
manner ; though I think this is not 
an age for the male world to fhine in 
the literary way, moft.of our modern 
performances being written by wo- 
men ; who have, I will venture to fay, 
in general, a greater fcope of imagina- 
tion, and more brilliant ideas. If my 
fon, therefore, fhould not be bleft 
with talents, I will make him the 
houfehold drudge, in which capacity 
he may be trained up under his 
father.” 

The boy, as if he had underftood 
what his mother had faid, at this mo- 
ment began to exercife his little 
throat, in a much louder key ; while 
the pliant hufband, taking the hint 
from his wife, fung a lullaby ; but it 
was all to no purpofe ; the poor in- 
fant, almoft famifhed, extended his 


jaws ftill wider and wider, and , .vé 
the authorefs an opportunity to fh: ¥ 
her maternal affe€tion ; which fhe did 
by giving the cradle a fmart fhake 
that near Pi overfet it. “ What ails 
the little fqualling devil?” cried the ; 
“ you had beft be quiet tho’, or I thall 
never have finifhed what I am about, 
and “till then you will not have a 
fpoonful of pap, I can tell you.” 

Upon this, I prefumed to remind 
her gently of nature’s having furnifhed 
every mother with fufficient nourifh- 
ment for her offspring, though few of 
our fine ladies chofe to avail them- 
felves of it; adding, that I thought, 
that as a woman fhe could not employ 
her pen better than in writing an eflay 
in favour of a mother’s fuckling her 
own children; and that fhe would, 
undoubtedly, touch it up with great 
{pirit. 

“ Yes,” replied fhe, “ there is no 
fubje&t, I believe, which I could not 
handle ; but I fhall take care how I 
meddle with that. What, would you 
think of confining fuch a genius as 
mine to the lower offices of life, and 
tie me down to the groveling employ- 
ment of a nurfe? Apollo, and alf the 
Nine, forbid it! No, Sir,” continued 
fhe, “ I would have you to know 
that I foar above fuch fublunary 
things. Let thofe poor ftupid wretches, 
who have no underftanding and tafte, 
undertake fuch fervile offices: It is 
fufficient for me to bring forth young 
geniufes: Let thofe who have no abi- 
lities for any thing elfe bring others 
up: I fhall ftick to my pen, and bring 
up my girls to follow fo laudable an 
example.” 

Here the increafing fcreams of the 
young Apollo, the efforts which the 
father made to filence him, the elegant 
exclamations of Sappho and Urania 
—hba’ done, ba’ done—mand the cla- 
morous affurances of Mrs. Spinbrain 
herfelf, who repeatedly declared, that 
fhe would perifh before fhe would de- 
fcend to the menial employment of 
taking care of her children, affected 
the ears of my friend Squeezebard, as 
well as my own organs, in fuch a 
manner 








er 





Account of the Torporific Eel. 47 


manner that we were glad to make a 
precipitate retreat from the garret of 
literature, poverty, and pride. 


a -—— 


Account of the Torporific Eel. From 
Bancroft’s Letters on the Natural 
History of Guiana and South Ame- 


rica. 


HIS fith is a native of frefh wa- 

ter, and is moft commonly found 
in the river Effequebo, being ufually 
about three feet in length, and twelve 
inches in circumference near the mid- 
dle. It is covered with a fmooth 
fkin, of a bluifh lead colour, very 
much like that of fheet-lead which 
has been long expofed to the weather, 
being entirely deftitute of fcales. The 
head is equal in fize to the largeft 
part of his bedy, but fomewhat flat 
on the upper and lower fides, and its 
upper furface is perforated with feve- 
ral holes, like thofe a lamprey eel. 
The upper and lower jaws extend an 
equal diftance, terminating in a femi- 
circular fhape, and forming a wide 
mouth, without teeth. On the back 
part of the head are two {mall fins, 
one on each fide, which, like the ears 
of an horfe, are either elevated or 
depreffed, as the fifh is pleafed or dif- 
pleafed. From about eight inches 
below the head the body gradually 
diminifhes in fize to the tail, which 
ends in a point, without a fin. Un- 
der the belly is a flefhy fin, about 
half an inch in thicknefs, and near 
three inches wide, extending from the 
head to the point of the tail, but 
diminifhing in width, as the body 
diminifhes in fize: this, with the two 
fins on the head, are all that are found 
on the body of this eel, which would 
be nearly round if deprived of the 
belly fin. This fifh frequently refpires, 
and elevates his head above the fur- 
face of the water every four or five 
minutes for that purpofe. But the 
moft curious property of the Torpo- 
rific Eel is, that when it is touched 
either by the naked hand, or by a 
rod of iron, gold, filver, copper, kc, 


held in the hand, or by a ftick of 
fome particular kinds of heavy Ame- 
rican wood, it communicates a fhock 
perfectly refembling that of electricity, 
which is commonly fo violent, that 
but few are willing to fuffer it a 
fecond time. 

“ Some years fince the celebrated 
M. de Reaumur * communicated to 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, a paper in which he, undertook 
to demonftrate, that the fhock of the 
Torpedo was the effe&t of a ftroke 
given with great quicknefs to the 
limb that touched it, by mufcles of a 
peculiar ftructure. ‘Tothis hypothefis 
all Europe have yielded an implicit 
affent; and M. de Reaumur has hi- 
therto enjoyed the honour of having 
developed the latent caufe of this 
myfterious effect. But if we may 
be allowed to fuppofe, what is un- 
doubtedly true, that the fhock of the 
Torpedo, and that of the Torporific 
Eel, are both communicated in a 
fimilar manner, and by fimilar means, 
it will be no ways difficult to demon- 
ftrate, that the whole of M. de Reau- 
mur’s pretended difcovery is a perfect 
non-entity. 

Humanity is ever expofed to de- 
ception, and the charms of novelty 
may perhaps have precipitated M. de 
Reaumur into anerror. But to de- 
monftrate, beyond the poflibility of a 
miftake, that the fhock of the Torpo- 
rific Eel is not the immediate eflece 
of muscular motion, I need only defire 
you to confider the following parti- 
culars, 0/3. 

“ 1, The Torporific Eel caught by 
a hook, violently fhocks the perfon 
holding the line. 

“ 2, The fame Eel, touched withan 
iron rod, held in the hand of a perfon, 
whofe other hand is joined to that of 
another, &c. communicates a violent 
fhock to ten or a dozen perfons thus 
joining hands, in a manner exactly 
fimilar to that of an electric machine. 

“ 3, A perfon holding his finger 


5 * . 
in the water, at the diftance of eight 


* Memoires de I’Academie Royale des 
Sciences, &c. 3734- 
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or ten feet- from the fith, receives a 
violent fhock, at the inftant the fith is 
touched by another perfon. 

“ 4, This Eel, when enraged, upon 
elevating its head juft above the fur- 
face of the water, if the hand of a 
perfon is within five or fix inches 
therefrom, frequently communicates 
an unexpected fhock, without being 
touched. 

“ ¢, No fhock is perceived by 
holding the hand in the water, near 
the fith, when it is neither difpleafed 
nor touched. 

“ 6, This Eel is eaten by the Indi- 
ans when dead; and, 

“4, The fhock is more violent 
when the fifh is highly enraged. 

“ From thefe particulars it is appa- 
rent, that the fhock is produced by 
an emiffion of Torporific, or Eleétric 
particles. 

“ That their emiffion is voluntary, 
depending on the will of the animal, 
who emits them for his defence, either 
when touched or enraged. 

“ That the exiftence of thefe par- 
ticles depends on that of the Eel, and 
terminates with its life. And, 

“ That they are equally emitted 
from every part of the body. 

“ From whence, it is felf-evident, 
that either the mechanifm and pro- 
perties of the Torpedo, and thofe of 
the Torporific eel, are widely different, 
or that M. de Reaumur has amufed 
the world with an imaginary hypo- 
thefis: and, from my own obferva- 
tions, as well as the information which 
I have been able to obtain on this 
fubject, I am difpofed to embrace the 
jatter inference. 

“ Mr. Vander Lott calls this fith 
a Conger eel, though it has lefs affinity 
to that than any other fpecies of eels. 
The particles of the Torporific eel 
probably produce fimilar effects to 
thofe of eleétricity, to which they 
have a near affinity, not only in the 
fenfations which they communicate, 
but in the medium through which 
they are conveyed; for which reafon 
I have known the eel frequently 
touched by paralytic patients, though 


I cannot fay with much apparent 
advantage. 

“ Thefe fith are caught when youn 
and preferved in large troughs, m 
for that purpofe, and filled with water, 
Their wiual food is fmall fifh; and, 
when thefe cannot be had, they are 
fed on earth-worms, But the Biatta, 
or Cockroach, is the moft agreeable of 
all food to the fifh: when one of 
thefe is thrown into the trough, the 
fifh opens its mouth, and fucks it in’ 
with great avidity and apparent plea- 
fure, fucking being the ufual method 
by which it takes its food. From its 
fkin is excreted a flimy fubftance, 
which renders it neceffary to change 
the water daily, or at leaftevery other 
day: for this purpofe a cock is placed 
in the bottom of the trough, whence 
the wateris drawn off, and the trough 
fcoured. On thefe oecafions the 
fifh is frequently fuffered to lie mo- 
tionlefs, without water, for feveral 
hours; but if he is touched in this 
condition, the fhock communicated is 
not jefs violent than afual.” 


—_——=5 Fe 
THOUGHTS IN PRISON. 


By J. P. Brifiot. Written a short 

ime previous to bis Execution, 

Translated from the French Manu- 
script. 


T is our duty to render every mo- 
ment of our lives ufeful to our- 
felves or to others. The fury of my 
enemies keeps me in prifon; here I 
will exercife my mind in meditation, 
and reflecting on what is paft, I will 
commit to writing my thoughts on 
what the future is preparing for us. 
I will fpeak as a man to whom the 
prefent fcene is foreign; as a man who 
knows the faults he has committed 
and is able toconfefs them. 

The folitude of a prifon gives to 
the foul that calm which is neceflary 
to writing the truth: we are then in 
the prefence of two witneffes which 
are very little attended to in the buf- 
tle of the world; in the prefence of 
our Confcience, and of God. 


I pity 
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I pity thofe unhappy perfons who 
carry with them to a prifon, confci- 


ences loaded with crimes. Eve 
moment muft be to them a hell; they 
muft fear their judgment as they 
would a maffacre. I fear neither of 
them. 

While at liberty, I never thought 
of a prifon without horror; being 
confined, that horror has difappeared : 
the reafon is, I have become refigned 
to every thing that can happen.— 
Our lives muft have an end. I fhall 
not be taken unawares, for I am 
ready. 

The man who is not weary of his 
own company in the folitude of a 
prifon, proves that he ftands well 
with himfelf. 

To ftand well with one’s felf 
it is neceflary to have a good con- 
fcience. 

Confcience is a faithful mirror; 
deformed faces do not love the refiec- 
tions of their looking-glaffes. 

To feel neither hatred, nor jealoufy, 
nor the luft of revenge, is to prove 
our fuperiority over human nature. 

The man, who in all his actions 
purfues the public good, does not 
ftoop to avenge himfelf of the wicked 
who perfecute him, and fees with 
pleafure fuperior talents advancing 
before him towards the fame ob- 
ject. 

The misfortunes which affliét men 
are greater in imagination than in 
reality. 

Evil is calculated from the priva- 
tion of ufual enjoyments and the 
inconveniences which follow thence. 
The mind of a philofopher prefently 
forgets the firft, and foon becomes 
reconciled to the confequences. 

The moft important knowledge, the 
whole happinefs of man, depends on 
pra@tufing this leffon, 

Resign thyself and learn to suffer. 
I have always had a good opinion of 
aman who could fleep in his prifon, 
A ba nap of feven hours, of found 
and undifturbed fleep, arifes from 
a good confcience and a refigned 
mind. 

Vor. I. No 2. 


FILIAL PIETY REWARDED. 
The following little History is related 
by an ingenious and polite foreign 
Author, who asserts the Truth of it, 
and that the Parties are still living 
in France. 


[* a great fea-port, in one of the 

moft diftant provinces of that king- 
dom, there lived a merchant, who had 
carried on trade with equal honour 
and profperity, till he was turned of 
fifty years of age; and then, by a 
fudden feries of unexpected and una- 
voidable loffes, found himfeif unable 
to comply with his engagements; and 
his wife and children, in whom he 
placed ‘his principal happinefs, reduced 
to fuch a fituation as doubled his 
diftrefs. 

His fole refource, in this fad fitua- 
tion, was the reflection, that, upon 
the ftricteft review of his own conduct, 
nothing either of iniquity or impru- 
dence appeared. He thought it beft, 
therefore, torepair to Paris, in order 
to lay a true ftate of his affairs before 
his creditors, that, being convinced of 
his honefty, they might be induced 
to pity his misfortunes, and allow 
him a reafonable fpace of time to 
fettle his affairs. He was kindly 
received by fome, and very civilly by 
all, from whence he conceived great 
hopes, which he communicated to his 
family. But thefe were {peedily dathed 
by the ¢ruelty of his principal credi- 
tor, who cauied him to be feized and 
fent to a gaal. 

As foon as this melancholy event 
was known in the country, his eldeft 
fon, who was turned of nineteen, 
liftening only to the dif&ates of filial 
piety, came poft to Paris, and threw 
himfelf at the feet of his obdurate cre- 
ditor, to whom he painted the diftrefs 
of his family ia the moft pathetic 
terms, but wathout effect. At length, 
in the greateft agony of mind, he 
faid, “ Sir, fince you think nothing 
can compenfate for your lofs but a 
victim, let your refentment devolve 
upon me; let me fuffer inftead of my 
father ; and the miferies of a prifon will 
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by 
feem light in procuring the liberty of 
a parent, to confole the forrows of 
the diftracted and dejected family that 


I have left behind me. Thus, Sir, 
you will fatisfy yoyr vengeance, with- 
out fealing their irretrievable ryin.” 
And there his tears and fighs flopped 
his utterance. 

His father’s ¢crediter beheld him 
wpon his knees, in this condition, for 
a full quarter of an hour. He then 
fternly bade him rife, and fit down, 
which he obeyed. The gentleman 
then walked from one corner of the 
room to the other, in great agitation 
of mind, for about the fame {pace of 
time. At length, throwing his arms 
about the young man’s neck, “ I find,” 
faid he, “there is yet fomething, 
more valyable than money: I have 
an only daughter, for whofe fate I 
have the ptmoft anxiety. I am re- 
folved to fix it. In marrying you 
fhe muft be happy. Go, carry your 
father’s difcharge, afk hig confent, 
bring him inftantly hither, and let us 
bury, in the joy of this alliance, all 
remembrance of what has formerly 
happened.”—Thus the generous gra- 
titude of the fon chivel Oe calamity 
of the worthy father. The man whq 
had confidered wea]th and happinefs as 
fynonymoug terms, was freed from that 
error; and Providence vindicated the 
manner of its proceeding, by thus 
bringing light out of darknefs; and, 
through a fhort fcene of mifery, re- 
warded a virtuous family with lafting 
peace, in the enjoyment of that prof- 
perity which they fo well deferved. — 


= 
To the Editor of the Weekly Magasing, 
Srr, 
By inferting the following extract 
from an Englith paper in your Mif- 
cellany, you will oblige your's, &c. 


H****e, 


ORCESTER, July 20th. In 


beginning the repairs of our 
cathedral on Monday laft, that tomb 
wpich food jn the middle 2ifle near 
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the Chancel, to commemorate the 
interment of King John, but which 
was not really fuppofed to cover his 
remains, was therefore propofed to be 
removed to a more convenient place : 
hut to the aftonifhment of the work- 
men, a ftone coffin was difcovered at 
the bottom, leyel with the floor, which, 
on carefully examining, was found ta 
contain the remains of the king. 
From the great length of time the 
body had been depofited (fo long 
fince as the year 1216) nothing but 
cqnjectural ideas could he formed as 
to the veftments, &c, Part of the robe 
was firm in its texture, but of what 
colour could not be afcertained. What 
was dilcovered of the body, appeared 
to lie nearly in the fame pofjtion as 
the figure on the top of the tomb- 
tone, and from the length of the cof- 
fin meafured fiye feet {x inches and a 
half: part of a fword was lying by 
his left fide, which time had much 
mouldered; and the leather fheath 
was nearly in the fame flate. The 
moft perfect part was towards the 
bottom of the legs and feet, on which 
appeared a kind of half-boot. <A 
quantity of a fort of white pafte lay 
in two or three lumps on and below 
the belly, which it may be fuppofed 
had been poured into the body, on the 
heart and bowels heing taken out. 
On breaking a piece of this pafte, it 
was mixed with the fkeletons of mag- 
gots or flies, of which vaft quantities 
lay on and about the body: and on 
the right cheek of the fkul] there was 
a fharp point about half an inch long, 
and fome grey hairs appegred under 
part of the cap, which had fitted the 
head very tight, and feemed to have 
been buckled upder the chin, parts of 
the ftraps remaining. The robe had 
the appearance in fome parts of having 
been embroidered, particularly on the 
right knee, No hones of the fingers 
were to be found, eee 

One point afcertained is, that the 
body certainly was depofited here, 
and not in the more eaftern part of 
the church, as was fuppofed : and the 
extraordinary circumftance -of there 
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On Dress and Fashion: st 


Heing no memorandum or recoid of 
the place of interment in the archives 
of the Cathedral, is now obviated, 
The tomb is to remain facred to the 
athes of the king, ahd will 1.0 doubt 
be preferved with additional care and 
attention. The Dean and Chapter 
gave orders that the curiofity of the 
people fhould be “arin: as far as 
could be done confiftently with fafety ; 
but the concourfe from all parts be- 
came fo great, it was deemed proper to 
clofe the tomb again on the Tuefday 
afternoon: It was obferved by the 
mafons that the coffin was cut out of 
Higléy-ftone ; but there was no other 
top to it than two elm beards, whith 
were perfeetly found, 


—_—_—- 
ON DRESS AND FASHION. 


X And they fewed fig-leaves together, and 
made themfelves aprons.” 


T HAVE oftesi contemplated, with 
feelings of admiration and regret, 
thé whimfical and perpetiial variations 
which take place in the dreffes of both 
the fexes. The man and woman of 
fafhion dre, in my eftimation, the 
verieft flaves in fociety. ‘They are 
coerced ifto follies which they inter- 
nally abhor ; arid; from the fear of 
appearing fingular, are goaded on to 
the moft ridiculous exceffes, both if 
inannets and apparel. 
—— New cuftoms, 
“ Tho’ they be never fo ridiculous, 


“ Nay, let them be unmannerly, yet ate 
follow'd. 


The intelligert Dr. Alekxandet has 
endeavoured to deinonftrate from hif- 
torical evidence, that the origin of 
cloathisig is more owing to a paffion 
for novelty aiid otnament, than to 
the ptintciple of fhame or neceffity. 
This Bene, However, if eonfuted 
hy the words of my text. Befides, 
if we rectir to our own natural and 
immutable principles of delicacy as 
the ftandard of ancient cuftoms, we. 
cannot doubt that the moit cogent, if 
not thé only motive for this invel- 





tion, was a fenfe of modefty and de- 
corum; and that not till after the 
feelings and neceflities of our natures 
were fatisfied, the tafte for decoration 
and fhow had ftrength fuilicient to 
operate. ' 
. It is true, that even fiatural felf- 
love would itiduce marikind to at- 
tempt to render their perfons more 
afing and admirable than nature 
ad made them. The moft barbarous 
ahd the molt refited nations of anti- 
quity, as well as thofe of modern 
times, have, in one degree or other, 
manifefted this propenfity. The Greeks 
not only appeafed in fumptuous robes, 
but ufed the Sudama to give a glow td 
their ikins ; had the art of rendering 
their teeth beautiful, and of colouring 
the eye-brows. Diftisiguithed brides 
at Athens, in drder to become fuper- 
latively captivating, ufed to gild their 
faces. Savages daub with paint, and 
ornament themfelves with feathers, 
beads, fhells, &c. 

That pride, if fuch it may be called; 
which confifts merely in rendering our 
perfons agrecable and lovely, our 
manners eafy atid becoming, fo far 
from meriting mariheation, is a topic 
of deferved praife; Nature has, in- 
deed, been bountiful iti the formation 
of the human ffructure ; but if our 
fancies can poflibly add a fingle grace. 
to its beauty, or foften the thades of 
frailty, by the relief of aft, it is in no 
point of view tidiculons. 

But the dominion whieh fafhion has 
over our minds, as it extends to the 
principles of propriety and decorum, 
may have a pernicious influence on 
the manners and fentiments of fociety. 
When the attractions of drefs are to 
powerful as to reconcile ts to the 
commiflion of pudlic folly, they requiré 
but 4 finall additiofi of eftergy to be 
able to lead us ihto pr-vate vice. Nay, 
it if always under the aufpices of 
fashion, that irregulat and criminal 
practices are introduced into polite 
circles ; and no idea, however prepol- 
terous and abfurd, will be abandoned 
there, until it has been previoufly dil- 
carded by the ton. 
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The ladies, in a particular manner, 
by the modes of expofing or conceal- 
ing the beauties of their perfons, re- 
guiate the fentiments of delicacy in 
the men. At one time, if they choofe 
to build a rampart around their bo- 
foms, it is indecent to expofe any of 
the lovely fkin which furrounds their 
lovelier necks. At the next, it is 
deemed vulgar not to have a fair and 
fwelling breaft to feed the rapacious 
eyes of every ftaring petit maitre, 
About a century ago, the ladies ap- 
peared in the public places of Paris 
almoft * adorn’d wben unadorn'd the 
most.” 

The variations in the manner of 
fhewing the ancle, and the length and 
dimenfions of the petticoat, have been 
rapid and innumerable. 

They have alfo, in our own time, 
modelled their head-drefs from the 
fpiral eminence of a pyramid, through 
all gradations, to the fquatty turban 
of a Turk. 

But although the women are con- 
fidered the fickle children of tafte and 
fancy, yet the men do not evince a 
lefs degree of flu€tuation and whim in 
their matters of drefs. At one time, 
their coats projected in a point from 
the back, correfponding with the then 
prevalent tight-waisted gowns of the 
ladies. Now they appear wrapped up 
in a loofe contrivance, called frocks, 
modelled after the prefent eafy che- 
mifes of the fair. Now their heads 
are pinioned up with large dolsters, 
which fwallow up in a hidden gulph 
the whole of the chin;—thefe again 
are banifhed for a tight collar. 

Short surtouts, or Spencers, made 
their appearance in this city during 
the laft winter ; and notwithftanding 
it is alleged, that a /ord of that name 
invented them, I cannot but think 
that they are ufelefs, pitiful things— 
In riding, fhooting, or ploughing, they 
might be ferviceable ; but in the ftreets 
of a well-paved city, or in a car- 
= rlour, they ought only to be 
a at.” 

n Teflecting upon this fubjed, 
however unimportant it may appear tg 





fome, I am almoft induced to believe, 
that as fafhions vary, the national 
character alters.—-The Romans, be- 
fore the introduction of luxury and 
vice, were known throughout the 
world, by the decent fimplicity of 
their drefs; but as foon as the public 
tafte was turned to objeéts of orna- 
ment, their refpeétability began to 
decline—At this time, the nations leaft 
remarkable for public virtue, are moft 
confpicnous in their attachment to 
fantaftical etiquette. Formerly it was 
common to fee in France a peafant 
dreffed in a laced coat, powdered, and 
with a fword at his fide, foliowing the 
plough.—In Spaint here have been 
beggars, who, for foppifhnefs in drefs, 
could not be diftinguifhed from the 
gentry !—-At any rate, a childifh at- 
tention to this article js utterly in- 
compatible with the dignified charaCter 
of virtue; and will materially injure 
us in the opinion of ftrangers, who 
ufually derive their firft ideas of a 
people from their external appear- 
ance. 

The inftitution of a national habit 
would be impracticable; but, never- 
thelefs, it may not be abfurd to re- 
commend to our fellow-citizens of 
both fexes, the obfervance of a deco- 
rous and comely apparel, in which 
convenience elegance might be 
blended; and from which ftrangers 
might almoft perceive the political and 
moral fentiments of our country. 


—[—= a 


Some Account of the Life of General 
Pichegrue From David's History 
of bis Campaigns. 

“ CG ENERAL Pichegru was bora 

at Arbois, in 1761. Thistown 
is in that part of Franche-Comte 
which was formerly named the Baili- 
wick of Aval, and which at prefent 
makes a great part of the department 
of Jura. 

“ Pichegru is about five feet ten 
inches in height. He is large and 
athletic in his form, but without be- 
ing encumbered with fich. His 
conftitution 
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conftitution is robuft : in a word, he is 
calculated for the fatigues of war. 

“ There is fomething of aufterity 
in the appearance of this general; 
but in cenverfation, his countenance 
and manners are enlivened, and beget 
confidence. He has none of that 
politenefs which is the refult of dupli- 
city or of a frivolous difpofition: but 
he is obliging without affectation, and 
frort a natural difpofition to benefit 
others. 

«“ T have not been able to learn in 
what ftation his parents were. He 
himfelf told me his family were nei- 
ther noble nor opulent. But men of 
great merit are illuftrious without the 
aid of anceftry. Pichegru has no need 
either of anceftors or defcendants to 
preferve his name. 

“ The French have thrown off the 
yoke of prejudice relative to the value 
of blood. y know of none but 
what is attached to action; and in 
this they have reafoned with perfect 
accuracy. As it is of no avail toa 
blind man that his forefathers could 
fee, fo neither does it change the 
charaéter of a profligate man that his 
anceftors were virtuous. 

“ Pichegru received the rudiments 
of learning at the college of Arbois. 
He afterwards ftudied under the care 
of an order of monks in that town; 
and having difplayed a great capacity 
for the higher fciences, he was ap- 
pointed by thofe monks to teach phi- 
lofophy and the mathematics in a 
college belonging to their order in 
the town of Brienne. But Pichegru 
was not a monk: the report arofe 
from this circumftance. 

“In teaching the mathematics to 
others, Pichegru perfected himfelf in 
that fcience. He afterwards enlifted 
himfelf in.the firft regiment of artil- 
lery; and being fon diftinguithed for 
his knowledge of his profeffion, he 
was raifed to the rank of ferjeant. It 
is well known that this was formerly 
thought a high ftation for a perfon 
of mean birth, and that it formed the 
greateft advancement to which fuch 


perfons could arrive, for the nobles 


were as eager after exclufive privi- 
leges as the Jacobins. 

“ The revolution followed: and 
Pichegru, without paying his court 
to the Proconsuls, was kriown to them. 
He rofe, from ftep to ftep, to the com- 
mand in chief of three great arthies. 

“ After all his great fervices, Pi- 
chegru, it feems, has experienced a 
jealous indifference : 

“ He was at’Paris on the 12th of 
Germinal (April 1), the day when the 
anarchift faction projected a repeti- 
tion of former fcenes of horror. His 
prefence, and the pofitions he caufed 
the armed force to take, deftroyed the 
projects of this defperate faction. 
The zeal he fhewed that day was not 
forgiven by them. ‘They feized upon 
amoment of credulity ; they deceived 
the acting government, and obliged 
Pichegru to give im his refignation. 
Ariftides was condemned to the oftra- 
cifm: Pichegru is nominated Ambai- 
fador to Sweden. This General has 
retired poor; but with all his glory. 
He poffeffes the efteem of every 
Frenchman that loves his country : 
he has no enemies, except fuch as 
would tear it to pieces. He has 
deferved even the efteem of the ene- 
mies he has fo often beaten.” 

Since this hiftory was wrote, we 
have feen Pichegru Prefident of the 
Council of Five Hundred—and we 
have lately feen him, accufed of con- 
ipiring again{t the Republic, and with 
a number of others banifhed trom his 
country. 

Sic tranfit gloriz mundi. 


— 


Anecdote. 


“ LZAIDE,” a tragedy of Li- 

nant, was much liked at the 
houfe of a lady of quality in Paris, 
where it was read. The Public of 
Paris thought otherwife, and it did 
not fucceed at the Theatre. The lady, 
at hearing of this, faid to a friend of 
hers, “ Yet after all they did not hifs 
Linant's tragedy.” “ Alas! Madam,” 
replied he, “ can people hifsand yawn 
at the fame time ’” 


A striking 



















































































































































































































































































4 Instability of Human Greatness, 9, 


A striking Instance of the Instability of 
Human Greatness. 


JN vain did the Chriftian princes 
attempt to fuccour the emiperors 
of the Eaft. Though a few heroes 
performed great and extraordinary 
Kit of valour; a few could not con- 
uer the Ottoman forces, who, with 
irrefiftible fury, poured into the terri- 
tories of Con{tantinople, and wrefted 
it from the Chriftian powers, and the 
Grecian. Emperor Conftantine, in 
1453, J. C. and of the Hegita, 857. 
During the wintet of 1459, the Sul- 
tan prepared a confiderable armament; 
with which he intended to fhake new 
conquefts in Afia, as he had in Eu- 
fope. David Comnene, or Comne- 
hus, was become Empetor of Trebi- 
zond, having taken both crown and 
life from its lawful Mmafter; of whom 
he was the uncle, the guardian, and 
the fubjeét. The city of Trebizond; 
fituated at the eaflern extremity of 
the Black Sea, abd retiarkable for a 
fine port and extenfite commerce; 
had ferved as a fetreat to the Com- 
fenes, in 1204, when thofe princes 
were driven from Conftantinople.— 
They had faved from the wreck of 
their empire, Cappadocia, Paphlago- 
hia, anid fome neighbouring tefritories 
and they gave this petty ots the vain 
title of Empire of Trebizond, which 
their: family preferved for more than 
two hundred and fifty years, thougli 
diminifhed by the conquefis of the 
Perfian princes. Att length the arms 
of Mahomet If. deftroyed alfo this 
temnant of Grecian greatnefs. In 
178<, and perhaps now, a defcendant 
of this illuftrious family is ftill living ; 
and there is not a houfe in Europe 
which can boaft an otigin more ele- 
vated:—this is, Demetrius Comnene, 
a captain Of cavalry in the fervice of 
France. He whofe anceftors wore 
the purple, fat on the throne of the 
Cefars, commanded the Eaft, and 
marched, furrounded by a numerous 
guard, confoles himfelf tor the lofs of 
a {ceptre by this motto, which we 


read around two eagles that forid 
his arms: fama manet, fortuna periit. 
Of all it pelea F ta ek 
him but the nanie dnd honour of his 
family. Reduced to the ftdte of a 
private gentleman, he haschofen a new 
country, and devotes himfelf to its 
fertice. It is fingular to fee at the 
head of a troop, fdrmed of a {mall 
nutnber of foldiers, dne of the family, 
of Vefpafian; and the defcetidant of 
a houfe which counts eighteen Em- 
perors ; viz. fix of Conftantinople, 
ten of Trebizond, and two of, Hera- 
cleus-Pontus; eighteen kings ofColchis; 
and eight of the nation of Lazi. 

Extracts from Baron De Wimpffen’ 

Voyage to Saint Domingo, in the Year 

1790. 

HAVE determined, Sir, to give 

you a defcription of one of my days } 
it will be the fimpleft method of —? 
you, once for all, a fummary idea o 
the manner of living at St. Domingo; 
in what is calleddtown., = 

When the poets of America aré 
about to chant the praifes of a beanty, 
frefh, bloonting, tuby-complexioned— 
they muft be not a little embarrafled 
to fad comparifotis ; for here we have 
no Aurora: A fingle glance on the 
terreftial globe will explain this phe-. 
riomenon to you, as well as that of, 
the warmth dipeofed by the flar of 
hight: a warnith fo fenfible as to oblige 
me to pull my hat over my eyes when- 
ever I fit, of walk by moon-light.— 
With refpec to thé fun, he is as muclt 
out of the queftion a8 Aurora: for 
what daring mortalj though he had 
all the inow,.of the Alps. upon his 
head, and all tHe icé im his heart, 
could hope to fuftain, within a few 
degtces of the line, a fingle glance 
from his ¢* bel aftre ?% 

Nothing then is left ds but the tofe. 
What will furprife you, perhaps, is 
that fhe is as beautiful, ds lively, and 
as richly tinctured here as in Europe ; 
bus, alas! more tranfitory : aut 
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Extras from Wimpffen's Voyage. 


of all the precepts of that ingenious 
allantry which we call love, no one 
s more religioufly obferved here, than 
“ Youth is brief, hafle to enjoy it,” 
Thus, Sir, no twilight, no Joiter- 
ing dawn, no dufk, no evening flowly 
deepening its fhades—all is precipita- 
tion ; the day {prings from the night 
like Pallas from the head of Jove :— 
it is the fat /ux of the creation.—How 
beautifal an hour is loft! And no- 
thing to reeompence us for the priva- 
tion! The cracking of whips, the 
{mothered cries, and the indiftiné& 
groans of the negroes, who never fee 
the day break but to curfe it ; who are 
never recalled toa feeling of their ex- 
iftence but by fufferings—this, Sir, is 
what takes place of the crowing of the 
early cock ; and by the {trains of this 
infernal harmény, was I awakened 
out of my firft fleep at St. Domingo. 
I ftarted, fcreamed, and fancied that I 
had weirs jo the gulph of Tartarus, 
between Prometheus and Ixion 
And I was among Chriltians! Among 
the worfhippers of a God ---- who died 
to mitigate the forrows of the afflict- 
ed !—-Cuftom has already weakened 
the effe@ of the impreflion ; it will 
never obliterate it altogether, 
A walk of an hour ferved to difli- 

ate the chagrin of this gloomy awake- 
ing. I came back in time to fee a 
troop of male and female negroes ly- 
ing againft the wall, or {quatting upon 
their heels, and waiting amidft a pni- 
yerfal yawn, for the malter’s giving 
the fignal of going to work, by Joud 
cracks of the 4rceau*, on their back 
and fhoulders—for, you will hardly 
conceive, and indged it coft fix menths’ 
pbfervation to convince me of the 
truth of it, there are negroes who 
mutt abfolutely be beaten before they 
can be putin motion. ‘T'he arceau is 
the true key of this fpecies of watch 
—If I had chofen to take the word 
of the mafters for it, I fhould have 
Jooked no farther for the caufe of this 


* A kind of thort-handled whip, fo called 
e the colonies. e 








55 
fingular difpofition of the flaves, than 
tq their natural floth and inaétivity: 
but on confidering the matter a little 
more narrowly, I fancied I could fee 
that thefe difpofitions were marvel- 
loufly feconded by the inattivity and 
floth of their mafters, who, for the 
greater part, too ignorant and too un- 
indulgent to comprehend that the 
yices of education can only be fubdue 
ed by time and patience, find the plan 
of beating more practicable than that 
of inftructing! The natural confe- 
quence of which is, that the negro, 
once accuftomed to this. mode of 
treatment, can only be wrought on b 
rigour and feverjty. I bave perfilted, 
month after month, in lavithing on 
thofe who attended me, nothing but 
patience, gentlenefs, and good offices 
of every kind all were in vain ; 
the bent was taken, and nothing was 
left me, after all my endeavours, but 
the alternative of waiting on myfelf, 
ar of having recourfe to the arceaw. 





On the day appointed for the ex- 
pedition, I repaired before it was light, 
to the place where the negroes were 
affembled to work, for the purpofe of 
taking with me my friend Mazimbo, 
whom I regarded with affection on 
account of his gaiety, his readinefs ta 
oblige, the fweetnefs of his difpofition, 
and his attachment to his female 
companion Laoua. Fortune had put 
it into my power to fave the life of 
this good and intelligent negrefs, and 
in confequence of it they had both 
conceived fuch an attachment to me, 
that their gratitude knew no bounds. 

I found Mazimbo leaning on his 
hoe, and looking with a penfive air 
on the horizon, now ready to kindle 
with the firft beams of day. “ What 
are you about Mazimbo ?” faid I. 
“© What are you looking at fo at- 
tentively 2?’ ‘ Pays moi li la,’’— 


“ Mine country there,”’—faid he, 
ftretching his arm towards the rifing 
fun, while a tear trickled down his 
Mine country there, too, 

thought 


check. 








































































































































































































































































thought I, but I have hopes of feeing 
it again ; thou, poor negro, will fee 
thine nu more. 


A lady, whom I have feen, a young 
lady, and one of the handfomeft in 

e ifland, gave a grand dinner. Fu- 
rious at feeing a dith of paitry brought 
to the table overdone, fhe ordered 
her negro cook to be feized, and 
thrown into the oven, yet glowing with 
beat And this horrible Megera, 
whofe name I fupprefs out of refpect 
to her family; this infernal fiend, 
whom public execration ought to drive 
with every mark of abhorrence from 
fociety; this worthy rival of the too 





famous Chaperon*, is followed, and 


admired———for the is rich and beau- 
tiful ! 

So much for what I have heard, 
and now for what I have feen. 

The day after my return, I was 
walking before the cafa of a planter 
with one of his neighbours, when 
we overheard him bid a negro go into 
the inclofure of this very neighbour, 
pull up two young trees which he point- 
ed out to him, and re-plant them im- 
mediately on a terrace he was then 
forming. 

The negro went: the neighbour 
followed him, furprifed him in the 
fact, and brought him to his matter, 
whom I had by this time joined, in 
the hope of witneffing a {cene of con- 
fufion which promifed to be amufing. 

Conceive, Sir, what paffed in my 
mind, when, on the complaint of the 


neighbour, I heard the matter coldly 


order another of his negroes to tie the 
pretended culprit to a ladder, and give 
him an hundred lafhes! We were 
both of us ftruck with fuch aftonith- 
ment, that, ftupified, pale,and fhudder- 
ing, while the unhappy negro received 

* A planter of Saint Domingo, who, In 
the fame circumftances, feeing the heat 
fhrivel and draw open the lips of the un- 


happy negro, exclaimed in a fury, “ The 
rafcal laughs.” 


Noveau Voyage aux Ifles Frangoif es de 
L’ Amérique. ome I. Chap. 1. 
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the barbarous chaftifement in filence, 
we looked at one another without be- 
ing able to utter a fingle word—And 
he who ordered, he who thus punifhed 
his own crime on the blind inftrument 
of his will; at once the daftardly per- 
petrator and the unfeeling witnels of 
the mott atrocious injuftice, is here 
one of the firft organs of the law, the 
official proteGtor of innocence ! Hea- 
veng! ifa pitiful refpe& for decorum 
forbids me to devote the name of this 
moniter to eternal infamy, let me at 
lea{t be permitted to hope that Divine 
Juttice will hear the cries of the fuffer- 
er, and fooner or later accumulate on 
the tyrant’s head, all the weight of 
its vengeance ! 


Ee 


A Historical Anecdote of the Sultan 
Saladin. 
A’ his return from the fiege of 
Monfol, in Syria, he feized 
the whole Lordfhip of Emefla, in op- 
pofition te the right of Nafir Eddin, 
the young Prince, who claimed it, 
on pretence that the late father of the 
youth had forfeited it by giving coun- 
tenance to fome confederacies again{t 
the Sultan’s intereit. Saladin order- 
ed that proper care fhould be taken of 
the education of the young Prince. 
One day withing to know what pro- 
grefs he had made in his learning, he 
ordered the Prince to be brought be- 
fore him, and afked him what part of 
the Alcoran he was reading. “ I am 
come,” faid the youth, to the aftonith- 
ment of all prefent, “ to that verfe, 
which informs me that he who devours 
the eftates of orphans, is not a King, 
but a Tyrant.” The Sultan was much 
ftartled and furprifed at the Prince’s 
anfwer; but aher fome time and re- 
collection, he returned him this re- 
ply, ** He who fpeaks with this re- 
folution, cannot fail of acting with as 
much cowrage: I therefore reftore 
you the poffeflions of your father, left 
I fhould b-« thought to fear a virtue I 
only reverence.’ 
‘ Description 
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Description of the Duke of Martina’s 
Mode of keeping Sheep. From De 
Salis’s Travels through Naples. 

ATE in the evening we arrived 

at St. Bafil, a country-houfe be- 
longing to the duke of Martina, after 

a fatiguing and tedious day’s journey 

of forty miles. That nobleman is of 

the family of the Caraccioli, one of 
the moft illuftrious in the kingdom, 
and poffeffes very princely domains 
in this and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. My companion, the arch- 
bifhop, had greatly prepoffeffed me in 
his favour, by the defcription he gave 
me of his moral character,, and efpe- 
cially his love of a country life, and 
his diftafte for that of a court and 
city. In faét it is no fmall recom- 
mendation for a baron of the kingdom 
of Naples to refide upon his property, 
rather than in the capital, where moft 
of them fquander not only their an- 
nual revenues, but their whole eitates, 
in gaming and the loweit debauch- 
eries, and thus render themfelves the 
devoted flaves of the court. Great 
therefore as were my expectations, 
they were yet exceeded by the very 
fimple, open, friendly, and hearty 
manners of the duke, and of his vene- 
rable mother, of the noble houfe of 

Avalos. I was charmed with that 

princely matron, who though ninety 

years of age, enjoys the moft perfect 

ufe of all her faculties, and poffefles a 

moft acute and penetrating under- 

ftanding. Although the king addrefles 
her by the honourable name of “ Mo- 
ther,” and although fhe is the firit 
lady of the court, yet is fhe wholly 
deftitute of pride, and is adored by 
her children and relations, and more 
efpecially by her domeftics and vaffals. 

With fuch amiable and unaffected 

perfons I prefently became familiar, 

and have often felt myfelf more under 

reftraint with many new-made nobies 

ee worthipful villaze-magiltrates, than 
ere. 

During the fupper, which, though 
plentiful, was a perfectly rural repatt, 
the converfation turned upon the na- 
ture of the country, and the ftate of 

Vor. 1. No. 2. 


agriculture. My enquiries upon that 
head greatly pleafed the duke, who 
difcovered his extreme partiality for 
country occupations, and promifed to 
fhew me all his new arrangements, 
and his different flocks ae herds. 
But I never fufpeéted that in order to 
procure me this fatisfaction, he was 
to fend (as I afterwards found he did) 
eight or nine miles in the night to his 
fhepherds and cqwherds, to be at his 
houfe, with their flocks and herds, by 
break of day. 

The beauty of the merning gave 
double charms to the rural environs 
of the houfe, furrounded by extenfive 
pafture grounds, bounded on one fide 
by diftant hills, and on the other by 
the wood of Gioia, towards which we 
proceeded to the fheepfold. The 
agreeable coolnefs of the morning, the 
pearls of dew trembling upon a thou- 
fand flowers, and the melodious notes 
of the feathered throng, had lulled me 
into the fweeteft reverie, when I was 
fuddenly roufed by the found of horn, 
hautboys, a bag-pipe, and a provincial 
fort of drum. It was a band of fhep- 
herds, who, advancing towards us with 
their mufic, and a flag, cordially 
faluted us, and then preceded with 
their Arcadian mufic. Not far from 
the theepfold, we were met by the chief 
of the thepherds, a venerable old man, 
who welcomed us with a hearty fhake 
of the hand. He firft conducted us 
to the dairy, where are made the {mall 
cheefes of fheep’s and ee milk, and 
then to the houfes or ftalls, which are 
all built of free-ftone, in rows, with a 


‘variety of divifions. Before them is 


a large fquare inclofure, divided into 
five equal parts; in the firft divifion, 
and in the ftalls thereto belonging, 
were the ewes big with young; in the 
fecond, were the fucking lambs; in 
the third and fourth were the two 
year old ewes, ‘and in the fifth were 
the lainbs that had done fucking. All 
the fheep, in thele five compartments, 
pafled in review before us. They 
were entirely of the white breed, 
called Pecore Gentili, or fine woolled ; 
and the chief fhepherd affured us that 
they amounted to 3000. The duke 

rejects 
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rejects the black fort, on account of 
the bad quality of the wool. Several 
fhepherd’s dogs, of the true breed, 
with long white hair, accompanied 
and watched the flocks; and I heard 
much in praife of their intrepidity, 
and other good qualities. We next 
vifited the milking-houfe, which is 
very commodioufly arranged, and con- 
fifts of an oblong, arched room, in 
each of whofe two fides are four aper- 
tures like door-ways, leading on either 
fide into an inclofed court. At milk- 
ing time the fheep are driven into one 
of thefe courts, and fucceflively paffed 
through one of the apertures, where a 
man waits to milk them, which being 
done, they are let through the oppo- 
fite opening into the other court, and 
are thus fpeedily milked. There is 
alfo a convenient houfe for fhearing 
the fheep. All thefe buildings have 
been ereéted by the duke, contrary 
to the ufual cuftom of the country, 
where the flocks remain im the open 
air during the whole year; and except 
a few miferable huts by way of dairies, 
all the other bufinefs is performed in 
the open air. This cuftom pon 
very fatal to the proprietors of fheep 
during the laft fevere winter; for 
more than 40,000 fheep perifhed in 
the eaftern provinces of the kingdom ; 
whilft the duke, in confequence of his 
judicious management, loft not a fingle 
one. But I now hear that his example 
has been fince followed by feveral 
fheep-owners. His flocks would in- 
deed have been protected againft cold 
and tempeftuous weather, in wooden 
houfes, as well as in thefe arched free- 
{tone buildings; but the rich man 
who takes a pleafure in fuch an ufeful 
occupation as hufbandry, may well 
be allowed a certain degree of magni- 
ficence, in a cafe where too much eco- 
nomy wouid be even more prejudicial. 


Revengefil Disposition ard Sagacity of 


the Buffalo. Fram the Same. 


YOUNG and heedlefs driver fo 
irritated a buffalo, with blows 
and ill treatment, that the poor beat, 
provoked almoft to madnefs, furioufly 
attacked the boy, and would have 


totally deftroyed him, had he not beem 
faved by the timely intervention of 
fome other drivers. This buffalo was 
foon after fent with others to a diftant 
part of the country; but it happenin 
two years afterwards that the boy h 
occafion to traverfe the pafture where 
his old enemy was feeding, the buffalo 
no fooner faw than it recolle&ted him ; 
but without taking any immediate 
notige, obferved his proceedings; and 
when it faw that the bey had lain 
down to fleep under a tree, it ran at 
him, and feverely gored him with its 
horns. Although iome circumftances 
render the truth of this hiftory rather 
doubtful, I could not help communi- 
cating it, as the perfon from whom I 
received it, is worthy of the greateft 
credit. But the following proof of 
the great fagacity of the buffalo, at- 
tefted by the whole province, merits 
our utmoft credit and attention. The 
road to the two Calabrias is traverfed 
between Perfano and Peftum, by the 
river Sele, which in winter is very 
deep and rapid, and was deftitute, 
until fately, both of bridge and ferry- 
boat. <A buffalo was therefore em- 
ployed to carry over the weekly courier 
and his mail, and learned its bufinefs 
fo well, that every weck it quitted the 
pafture, appeared at the river fide 
upon the day and hour when the 
courier ufually arrived, fuffered the 
portmanteau to be placed upon its: 
back, and when that was not too 
heavy, gave the like permiflion to the 
man; but when the portmanteau was 
too weighty, it pufhed the courier 
away with its horns, upon his offering 
to mount, fwam acroifs the river, fuf- 
fered the mail to be taken off, and 
returned to fetch the courier. It 
continued this employment during 
feveral years, and its death, which 
happened lately, at a very advanced 
age, was a moft important event in 
the province. 


Description of the Lynx of Abruzzo. 
From the Same. 

: | ‘HE actions of this animal exactly 

refemble thofe of a cat, like 

which it fits, runs, {prings, eats, purrs, 

and 
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Description of the 


and fleeps ; although all thefe actions 
are in proportion to its fuperior fize. 
It is ealily tamed; and the ‘barons 
Tomafetti affured me that it ran about 
the houfe like aeat, was much attached 
to them, an in no wife inconve- 
nient, except from its extraordinary 
curiofity. Not a corner in the houfe, 
nor a moveable therein, remained un- 
vifited ; and a female loft its life by 
jumping down the hole in a privy. I 
was furprifed to find that the domeftic 
cat had an infuperable averfion to this 
animal; and I was affured that the 
moment a lynx was brought into the 
houfe, all the cats difappeared, and 
were feen no more during that animal’s 
abode there. The lynx bears the priva- 
tion of its freedom only fo long as it is 
allowed to wander about the houfe ; all 
thofe which the baron fent tothe royal 
menagerie having foon died of excefs 
of fat, which was the cafe with that I 
faw there, and which alfo appeared 
extremely melancholy. The lynx of 
Abruzzo is unqueftionably the moft 
fwift, fubtle, and audacious beaft of 
prey in Italy. It only wanders about in 
the night, and never is feen in the day, 
unlefs at certain feafons, or in fearch 
of provilion for its young. It feeds 
upon all kinds of mice, moles, martins, 
ferrets, hares, badgers, otters, and 
even fheep and goats; neither are 
tame and wild fowl fafe from its 
attacks. It watches for its prey, 
either upon the ground, or between 
the branches of a tree, and ufually 
feizes it at the very firft {pring, even 
though it be on full {peed ; and from 
its ambufcade amongit the branches it 
fuccefsfully darts upon birds that are 
upon the wing. When it has killed 
fuch a large animal as a wild boar, or 
a roe-buck, it firft fucks the blood out 
of the arteries, which feems to be its 
favourite food ; after which it devours 
the foft parts of the head, neck, fhoul- 
ders, and legs, together with the 
entrails, and leaves the remainder. 
When it fails in procuring a live 
animal, it contents itfelf with vegeta- 
bles, or gratifies itfelf with all kinds 
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of fruit. Its favourite place of abode 
is amongft thick and extenfive forelts, 
and in folitary diftri¢ts, where it 
makes its retreat in hollow trees, or 
in holes and clefts in the rocks. It 
pairs only once a year, at the begin- 
ning of {pring; and contrary to the 
cuftom of cats, which celebrate their 
nuptials with hideous cries, it remairs 
perfectly filent. The female goes two 
months, and then brings forth two 
young ones, Which are generally of 
different fexes. She fuckles them 
during two months; and the young 
ones require two years to grow and 
be fit for pairing. It has been ob- 
ferved here that the lynx generally 
attains the age of twenty years. So- 
ciability appertains not to its qualities, 
and more than one couple are rarely 
found in a diftrict. Like all creatures 
upon earth, this alfo has its enemies, 
and is purfued by men, dogs, wolves, 
and large fnakes. Flight is its firft 
objet ; but when it is deprived of the 
means of efcape, and is attacked and 
wounded, it defends itfelf againit 
every defcription of enemy, with fuch 
fury and dexterity, that it is feldom 
overcome but by numbers of beafts, 
or the fuperiority of human fagacity. 
The lynx not only feeds oecafionally 
upon the bodies of dead men, but 
even attacks children, and devours 
them. This animal is feldom to be 
taken alive, except whilft very young, 
when it is frequently found playing 
upon the grafs near the trees, or 
ftraying about the country in queft of 
its mother. It is fometimes taken in 
traps, but is generally fhot. The 
attachment fubfifting between a cou- 
ple is remarkable; for when one lies 
dead upon the ground, and the hunters 
have retired to a certain diftance, the 
other approaches its comrade, looks at 
it, goes round it, lies down by it, goes 
away, and returns feveral times, until 
it appears to have loft all hope of its 
being only afleep. The lynx furnithes 
man with a very warm and ufeful 


fkin; and fome profit arifes from its. 


fat and gall. 
From 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
Mr. Brown, 
Cpe yENe in your paper of 


yefterday, a piece from: the 
Weekly Magazine, figned R. P. on 
an improvement in fire-buckets, the 
writer of which very juftly obferves 
the difficulty of handing water from 
the pump to the engine, and when the 
bucket arrives at the engine it is not 
more than half full. 

The defcription of the bucket and 
all the appendages are, in my opinion, 
a mere temporary make-fhift. Sup- 
pofe we do as all the European na- 
tions, and fome of our fifter ftates— 
let us have no buckets of any defcrip- 
tion; but in place of which every 
engine ought to have at Jeaft eighty 
feet of leather hofe, that is to fay, 
two forty feet lengths. Ifa fire took 
place within eighty feet of the pump, 
the engine would be made to act 
without a bucket; if it was farther 
from the pump, let an engine be filled 
and difcharge her waters into another 
engine ; then there would be 160 feet 
diftance, and if that did not reach add 
a third, and fo on to a confiderable 
length. In my opinion, all the fcrews 
belonging to engines ought to be made 
to one fize and thread, fo borrowing 
from one engine to fupply the defici- 
ency of another. It is faid that lea- 
ther hofe do not anfwer this climate ; 
they may as well fay, a leather pair of 
bellows is as deficient. The leather 
hofe anfwers in New York, I am cer- 
tain—and why not dere ? 3 

Is it not a dangerous fituation to 
ftand on the top of an engine? Has 
it not proved fata) to feveral? Or can 
water be difcharged at fo many dif- 
ferent angles from the top of an en- 
gine, as from a leather hofe? I fay 
no, and I can prove it cannot. It 


would be much better to exercife 
ourfelves in the fyftem of extinguith- 
ing fires, than exercifing ourfelves to 
the ufe of implements of war; we are 
attacked by this enemy oftener than 
by any other. This is not my inven- 
tion, it is done almoft every where, 
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except bere. The leather buckets, in 
my opinion, would be better applied 


to foaling. 
HYDRAULICUS. 

N. B. By the above method, you 
have no occafion to knock up your 
neighbours, to get their buckets ; all 
that is wanting is men to work the 
pumps and engines, There is likewife 
no time loft in forming what are called 
lanes, 


_— -- 
Singular Instance of Generosity. 


A CITIZEN of Jerufalem went in 
the night time and placed a dead 
dog at the entrance of the principal 
mofque, hoping that the infidels would 
not fail toimpute this mark of derifion 
to the Chriftians, which they indeed 
did; and without being at the trouble 
to enquire whether their fufpicions 
were well or ill founded, they ran to 
all the gates of the city, to incite the 
Mahometans to revenge. All the 
Chriftians, therefore, muft have perifh- 
ed on this occafion, had not Heaven 
infpired a young man with heroic 
courage to doit himfelf to death, in 
order to fave his brethren, by declaring 
himfelf alone guilty of the infults 
offered to the temple; and this facri- 
fice allayed the fury of the perfe- 
cutors.”’ 
-— 


Ssecimen of Turkish Wit, 


A MAN of rank, remarkably un- 
pleafing in his countenance and 
figure, was married (according to cu& 
tom, without having firft feen her un- 
yeiled) to a lady whofe pretenfions to 
perfonal attractions did not exceed 
his own. On the morning after their 
marriage, fhe demanded of him to 
whom of her friends fhe might fhew 
her face with freedom?  Shew it,” 
faid he, “to all the world, but hide 
it from me.” Patience,” rejoined 
the lady. “ I have none,” returned 
the bridegroom. “ Ah!” faid the 
“ I think you muft have had a g 
fhare, for you have carried that abo- 
minable great nofe about with you all 
your lifetime.” 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 
Winter. 
FT TIMES the wand’ring Mufe, by 
O filence 


led, 
When penfive night hath wrapt the world 
in fleep, 
By dewy !awns, and warbling rills hath 
ftray’d ; 
Trod the green flope, or climb’d the 
craggy fteep. 
Or by the margin of fome weeping ftream, 
Where fpreads the fenfitive its foliage 
fair, 
Watch’d the faint quiv'rings of the lunar 


beam, 
Or feeble glimmerings of fome diftant 
ftar. 


Or where fome ragged cliff, with low’ring 
brow, 
Blackens the furface & “the {welling 
deep ; 
Where billows dath, and howling tempefts 
blow, 
‘Where wizard thapes, their nightly revels 
keep. 


Or on the fhelly thores, where fpirits roam, 
Sounding their forrows to the midnight 
gale, 
While round their fteps the reftlefs waters 
foam, 
And hollow caves refpond the difmal 
wail. 


There on the flood, floats the moon's fee- 
ble rays, 
And rolling planets thed their filv’ry 
light ; 
There wrapt in mufings deep, and ftedfaft 
gaze, 
In folemn rapture hath the pafe’d the 
night. 


But now the frighted mufe thefe fcenes 
forfakes, 
Quits the gay foreft and cnamell’d plain, 
The thadowy vale, the fmooth pellucid lakes, 
For Winter comes, with all his bluft’ring 
tram, 


He rolls his rapid ftorms along the tkies, 
With tumult fraught, the raving tempeft 
roars, 
O’er the broad beach the heaving furges 
rife, 
Groan in the winds, and foam along the 
fhores. 


With hafty wing th’ autumnal feafon flies, 
Some happier clime with fimiles benign 
to charm, 
While the keen artic whiftles round our 
fkies, 
And the tall foreft nods before the ftorm. 


Defpotic Time who guides the changing 
year 
Blatts the fair f{cenes, that rofe at his 
command, 
And weeping Natufe defolate and drear, 
Owns the fad traces of his fpoiling hand. 


And yet again fhall this fame hand unfold, 
Winter's cold gates, and bid the foun- 
tains flow, 
Make rofy Spring, profufely pour her gold, 
And bid her bloffoms wear a richer giow. 


The lark fhall quit the folitary buth, 
Smooth her foft plumes, and tune her 





jocund tongue ; 
While from fome copfe the late dejected 
thruth, 
Chears the glad vallies with her fpright- 
ly fong. 
Ceafe then, O Mufe! to drop the ufelefs 
tear, 
Ah touch no more the melancholy ftring! 
Since earth again the bloom of life fhail 
wear, 
And wintry glooms give place to {miling 
fpring. — 
ELLA. 
== = 





POEM, by Mrs. Curtis, the unfor- 
tunate Sister of Mrs. Sippons. 


TO A FRIEND, WHO BADE ME HOPE. 


HOU bad’ ft me hope—Alas! can Hope 
Reftore Content, long lott ; 
Or fafely guide the fhatter’d bark 
That’s on the ocean toft ? 


When anguifh tears the tortur’d foul, 
And heaves the pent-up figh, 

And fad reflection makes the tear 
Stand trembling in the eye ; 


Think’ ft thou, that Hope's delufive pow'r 
Can aught of joy impart, 

To calm the tumults of my mind, 
Or eafe a breaking heart ? 


Ah, no, my Friend! too oft’ has Hope 
My flatter’d fenfe deceiv'd : 

She glittering profpects oft’ has fhown, 
Too oft’ have I believ'd. 


—[<— 
A, Song. 


HERE dwells the cafuift to reveal, 

What madmen think, or lovers feel ? 
Conne& the thoughts which difagrec, 
And tell, O tell what this can be? 


Once ever free, and ever gay 
Life ftole on filken wings away ; 
No more alert, no more I’m free, 


Tell me, O tell what this can be? 
Once 
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Once focial joys my foul could fhare, 
And tafte fuperior raptures there ; 
But now forgets her former glee, 
Tell me, O tell what this can be? 


No more the filent haunts are fled, 
But what avails the filent fhade? 
I feel the difcontent, I'd flee, 

Tell me, O tell what this can be? 


Silent I view, and fill approve, 

My timorous tongue forgets to move ; 
1 dare not, cannot lifp the plea, 

Tell me, © tell what this can be? 


Ye gods unkindly ye ordain, : 
Such pangs, and give not to complain ; 
Have | deferved this harth decree, 

Tell me, © tell what can it be? 


Yes, dear lov'd Mira! O approve, 

The dying fighs of humble love ; 

I think, I dream, and talk of thee, 

This muit be love, O pity me. 
STREPHON. 


— 


The Negro. 


H he is worn with toil! the big drops 
run 
Wown his dark cheek ; hold—hold thy 
mercilefs hand, 


Poetry. 


Pale tyrant! for beneath thy hard com. 
mand 
O’erwearied Nature finks. The fcorching 
Sun 
As pitylefs as proud profperity, 
_ on him his full beams ; gaSping he 
les 
Arraigning with his looks the patient 
fkies, 
While that inhuman trader lifts on high 
The mangling fcourge. Oh ye who at 
your eafe 
Sfp the blood-fweeten’d beverage !— 
thonghts like thefe 
Haply ye fcorn: | thank thee Gracious God! 
‘That f do feel upon my check the glow 
Of indignation, when beneath the rod 
A fable brother writhes in filent woe. 


— — - 
Epigram. 


S*: you are prudent, good, and wife : 
1 own, | thank you from my heart, 
And much approve what you advife ; 

But let me think—before 1 ftart. 
For folks well able to difcern, 

Who know what 'tis to take a wife, 
Say, "tis a cafe of fuch concern, 

A man fhouid think on’t all his life. 

J. B. 





INTELLIGENCE. 


HE inhabitants of the United 
States have increafed, from the 
year 1790 to 1794, by one million 
threehundred andtwenty-onethoufand 
perfons, as appears from a late cenfus. 
Such is the reward of their prudent 
neutrality. Calculating the value of 
each perfon in a pecuniary view, 
only at the price of a negro, this aug- 
mentation of national capital, is equal 
nearly to one hundred millions flerling. 
In the fame period of time what has 
Europe loft, by the folly of her rulers. 
The following veffels have arrived at, 
and cleared from the port of Phila- 
delpbia, during the year 1797. 
Arrived. Cleared. 
Ships 167 146 
Snows. and brigs 326 29! 
Schooners 549 480 
Sloops 378 376 


Total, 


1,420 1,293 


Of the above number of arrivals, 
620 were from foreign ports, and 
Sco coafters. 

Of the clearances 557 were of 
foreign ports, and 736 coafters. 

Decreafe of arrivals from the pre- 
ceding year, 205—Of clearances 330. 

Veffels in port on the 1{t of Janu- 
ary, 1798—thips 80, brigs 86, {choo- 
ners 74, floops 47, pilot boats 10, 
and river craft 124.—Total 421. 

Of this number 21 fhips, 22 brigs, 
21 {chooners, and 20 floops, total, &4, 
are ready for fea as foon as the navi- 
gation is completely open. 

N. B. In the above ftatement the 
veffels detained below by the ice are 
included. 

American veffels meafured in port 
the lait year, 95 

Foreign 75 

170 
Vefiels 


do. 
Total, 
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Veffels on the ftocks Jan. 1ft, 1798, 
at Kenfington 11, and 5 keels laid-- 16 
at Southwark 3, and 1 keel laid—4 

Entered at New-York, &c. bound to 
this port, 6 fhi ‘brigs, 4 {choon- 
ers, and 1 =Potal, 22. 

Mr. Jacob Wagner, Efg. is appointed 
chief Clerk io the Department of 
State, in the room of Mr. George 
Taylor, juur. refigned. 

A daring robbery was committed 
on Tuefday morning, the 30th Janu- 
ary, between 12 and 1 o’clock, at 
the houfe of Grenville Temple, Efg. 
on the Greenwich road, near New- 
York. A female fervant firft heard 
fome noife at a window, which in- 
duced a fufpicion of robbers breaking 
into the houfe, to which Mrs. Temple 
for fome time paid no regard: A few 
minutes afterwards fhe was convinced 
the fufpicion was founded, and accord- 
ingly drefled herfelf. Several perfons 
by this time had broken into the lower 
rooms, which they continued to ran- 
fack and plunder for upwards of an 
hour ; they then proceeded up {tuirs 
to a chamber next to Mrs. Temple’s, 
where another woman fervant lay 
afleep, whom the robbers awoke, and 
holding a piftol to her head, threat- 
ened inftant death in cafe of alarm. 
They opened the woman’s trunk, and 
took thence 30 dollars. They thea 
enquired for the lady of the houfe. 
Mrs. Temple with the utmoft com- 
pofure opencd the door, informed 
them fhe was the lady of the houfe, 
begged to know their bufinefs, and 
trutted that fhe fhould be treated with 
delicacy, whatever were their views. 
The perfon who appeared to be their 
leader, affured her of every refpec, 
undertook to put coals in her foot- 
{tove himfelf, and prepared a cordial 
to keep her fpirits Scie depreflion.— 
After thefe formalities performed with 
the utmolt fang froid, they demanded 
her purfe, from which they took 5 
dollars, another purfe containing a 
quantity of gold coins, fome Spanifh 
money with drilled holes, and bank- 
notes to the value of 800 dollars, all 
the filver plate, fome jewcls, a watch 


of Mr. Temple’s, two pittols, a blun- 
derbus, and a variety of other articles 
in amount valued at about 2000 dol- 
lars, and left the houfe at five o’clock 
inthe morning. ~ 

They had their faces blackened, 
woreblack wigs and waggoners’ frocks, 
and were ten in number. Their chief 
profefied to have known Mrs. Temple 
at Befton, in times when his circum- 
ftances did not lead him to expect he 
fhould be reductd to the neceility of 
his then difagreeable and dangerous 
occupation. 

The condu& of Mrs. Temple was 
truly admirable. Yhrovgh the whole 
fhe preferved the utmolt compofure, 
fo as to altonifh the villains themfelves. 
There was not a male belonging to 
the houfe, Mr. Temple having a few 
days before failed for Europe. 

Five perfons have been fince taken 
up, ona fufpicion of a concern in this 
robbery. 

The general affembly of Maryland 
have pafled a law enacting, “ That 
the people called Quakers, thofe 
called Nicolites, or New Quakers, thofe 
called Dunkers, and thofe called Me- 
nonits, holding it unlawful to take an 
oath on any occafion, fhall be allowed 
to make folemn affirmation as wit- 
neffes in the manner that Quakers 
have been heretofore allowed to afhrm, 
which affirmation fhall be of the fame 
avail as an oath, to all intents and pur- 
pofes.”’ 

Saturday morning between 2 and 
3 o'clock, a fire broke out in a frame 
dwelling houfe in Blackberry Alley, 
above Lighth-ftreet, between Pine 
and Lombard. The timely afliltance 
of the citizens prevented the flames 
from {preading to the adjacent build- 
ings.—One houfe was entirely con- 
fumed, and another materially da~ 
maged, before it was extinguifbed. 

‘Two new born infants were left at 
different houfes in this city laft week, 
on the fame evening. ‘The one in 
an entry in Market-{treet, the other 
in Fourth-ftreet. The foundlings are 
both fent to the alms-houfe, where 
benevolence has afforded that pro- 

teCtion 
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tection for them which their parents 
refufed. 


At a meeting of the Stockholders 
of the Bank of Pennfylvania, held at 
the Bank on Friday, the 2d. Febru- 
ary, 1798, purfuant to public notice— 

Ona motion, Refolved, That this 
meeting beingimpreffed witha duefenfe 
of the extraordinary fervices andatten- 
tion of Samuel M. Fox, Efq. Prefident 
of this Bank, in the execution of the 
duties of his office ; which have been 
much increafedby the peculiar fituation 
of the inftitution, at the period of his 
appointment ; and by the difficulties 
occafioned in confequence of the re- 
cent calamity in this city ;~~a com- 
mittee of three gentlemen be appointed 
to prepare a piece of Plate, of a value 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
with fuitable emblems and devices, 
to be prefented to Mr. Fox, in the 
name of the Stockholders, as an evi- 
dence of the high fenfe they entertain 
of his late official fervices. 

William T. Smith, Peter Wikoff, 
and Charles Biddle, Efgrs. were ap- 
pointed a committee for the above 
purpofe. 

Ordered, that the preceding refo- 
lution be publifhed. 

Extract from the minutes. 

Wirtiam T. Smita, Chairman. 
Atteft—Jouw Sircreaves, Sec’ry. 

MARRIAGES. 

On the 6th of February, Mr. James 
Welt, of Baltimore, to Mifs Maria 
Blodget, daughter of Mr. S. Blodget, 
of this city. Feb. 7th, Mr. Peter 
Wikoff, to Mifs Anne Tharp, both 
of this city—At Charlefton, 3. C. 
on Thurfday the 18th January, Mr. 

oha Footman, of Philadelphia, to 
ifs Mary Turpin, of that place. In 
this city, February 1ft, Mr. William 
Forreft, merchant, to Mifs Dunlap. 
On the fame day, Mr. 43 War- 
ren Armftrong, of Briftol, England, 
to Mifs Kirkup, daughter of the Rev. 
Mr. Kirkup, of Dorfetfhire. Same 
day, Mr. Jacob Reefe, merchant, to 





Mifs Catharine Sheaff. Same da‘ 

Capt. Gardner Lillibridge, to Mifs 
Charlotte Beaves, of thiscity. Jan. 
25th, Mr. Samuel Yorke, merchant, 
to Mifs Mary Lippincott, both of 
this city. Same day, Mr. John Mark- 
land, late of Charlefton, S. C. to 
Mifs Chriftiana Heifz, daughter of 
Mr. Frederick Heifz, of this city.— 
Jan. 27th, Capt. George Haftey, to 


Mifs,Angelina Griffin, both of this 
city. At Baltimore, on the 3oth of 


January, at the farm of Thomas Bond, 
( of John) Efg. Hartford county, Mr. 
William H. Wood, of that place, to 
Mifs Anna Maria Bond. 


DEATHS. 

Nov. 9th, in London, the veteran 
Dutch Admiral Reyntjes, in the 65th 
year of his age. —In Connecticut, Mr. 
Ifaac Bingham, aged 89, at Wind- 
ham; and General Daniel Larned, 
at Thompfon.—In New-York, Feb. 
ift, Mrs. Jane Uftick, mother of the 
Rev. Thomas Uftick of this city.— 
In New York, Feb. sth, Madame 
Deffources, wife of Colonel Def- 
fources of St. Domingo.—Feb. ft, in 
his 55th year, Mr. Abraham Ogden, 
attorney of the United States for the 
{tate of New-Jerfey.—In Baltimore, 
Jan. 30th, Mr. Leonard Sadler, bro- 
ther of Mr. Thomas Sadler, of that 
city.—In Charletton, (S. C.) Arch. 
Brown Efg. aged 46 ; and David D. 
Stole, aged 35, M. L.—In this city, 
Feb. 3d, Mr. James Bingham. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE Man at Home, No. III. 

Tranflation of a Hebrew Prophecy, 

Mr. Cox’es Effay on the Art of 
Drawing, &e. 

Addrefs to the Moon, 

And other favours will appear in 
our next Number. 





Erratum. 
In fome copies of the firft Number, 
at the clofe of page 29. for John Mil- 
ler, juar. read William Miller, junr. 


